Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C12-0791
Docket NoS. 11M-872E, 11M-873E, & 12M-102E

C12-0791-IDecision No. C12-0791-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

11M-872EDOCKET NO. 11M-872E
IN THE MATTER OF BLACK HILLS CORPORATION SENATE BILL 07-100 DESIGNATION OF ENERGY RESOURCE ZONES AND TRANSMISSION EXPANSION PLAN.

DOCKET NO. 11M-873E
IN THE MATTER OF PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO SENATE 
BILL 07-100 DESIGNATION OF ENERGY RESOURCE ZONES AND TRANSMISSION PLANNING REPORT.

DOCKET NO. 12M-102E

IN THE MATTER OF COMMISSION RULE 3627 RELATED TO ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION FACILITIES PLANNING, 4 CODE OF COLORADO REGULATIONS 
723-3.
Interim order Granting additional
time for response and waiver of
response time, setting workshop date,
and designating a hearing commissioner
Mailed Date:  
July 13, 2012
Adopted Date:   
July 11, 2012
I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion of Public Service Company of Colorado for Additional Time to Prepare Summary and Request for Waiver of Response filed July 2, 2012. 
2. Senate Bill (SB) 07-100 reports were filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on October 31, 2011.  Further, a joint Ten-Year Transmission Plan (Plan) was filed by Black Hills, Public Service, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) (collectively, the Utilities) on February 1, 2012.

3. By Decision No. C12-0178, mailed February 21, 2012, the Commission consolidated the dockets involving the two SB 100 filings and the joint ten-year transmission plan.  That decision designated Docket No. 12M-102E as the primary docket.
4. By Decision No. C12-0199, mailed February 27, 2012, the Commission invited interested parties to file written comments on the joint transmission plan by March 26, 2012.  That decision also directed the Utilities to file responses to the comments by interested parties by April 20, 2012. 
5. In Decision No. C12-0199, the Commission ordered a workshop on the Plan for May 17, 2012.  During this workshop, the Utilities agreed to provide through a supplemental filing, a Narrative Summary providing an overview of each individual utility’s plan thus clarifying and expanding upon some of the key information contained in the Ten-Year Transmission Plan, on or before July 2, 2012.
6. In Decision No. C12-0491-I, issued May 8, 2012, the Commission, among other items, directed the Utilities to answer questions on the Transmission Plan posed in Attachment A of the decision on or before May 31, 2012.  One question, 4.b, requested that the Utilities provide transmission maps of Colorado.  
7. On May 29, 2012, Public Service filed a request to allow question 4.b to be modified to allow the maps to be provided in an alternate format, that it be granted until July 2, 2012 (the due date for the additional information requested during the May 17, 2012 transmission plan workshop) to provide the maps, and a waiver of the response time to this motion.  All Utilities concurred with the relief requested.  
8. In Decision No. C12-0618-I issued June 8, 2012, the Commission found good cause to allow question 4.b in Attachment A of Decision No. C12-0491-I to be modified to allow an alternate format and granted the Utilities’ request to be allowed until July 2, 2012 to file the maps, concurrent with the Narrative Summary discussed during the May 17, 2012 workshop.  
9. Black Hills and Tri-State filed their respective Narrative Summaries agreed to in the May 17, 2012 workshop and maps on July 2, 2012 as ordered in Decision No. C12-0618-I.
10. On July 2, 2012, Public Service, separate from the other Utilities, filed a Motion for Additional Time to Prepare Summary and Request for Waiver of Response to postpone until July 9, 2012, the filing date of its Narrative Summary for its 2012 Ten-Year Transmission Plan.  Public Service also requested a waiver of response time.  The Commission will grant the motion.

11. Pursuant to Rule 3627(h) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 723-3, the Commission will hold a workshop(s) and/or a hearing(s) on the plans for the purpose of reviewing and rendering a decision regarding the adequacy of the Utilities’ filed transmission plans and process used in formulating the plans.  Further, the workshop will allow the Utilities and interested parties to clarify and discuss the content of the Plan, comments, and responses.  The first workshop was ordered in Decision No. C12-0199 and was held May 17, 2012.  The Commission is ordering a second workshop to be held 
on July 25, 2012 from 1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. in Commission Hearing Room A, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado.  
12. Commissioner James K. Tarpey was designated as the Hearing Commissioner for the first Ten-Year Transmission Plan workshop on May 17, 2012.  We also designate him as the Hearing Commissioner for the remainder of this docket. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. Public Service Company of Colorado’s Motion for Additional Time to Prepare Summary and Request for Waiver of Response is granted.
2. A second workshop is ordered for:

DATE:
July 25, 2012

TIME:
1:30 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A
 
1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 
Denver, Colorado

3. Commissioner James K. Tarpey is designated as the Hearing Commissioner for this docket. 

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 11, 2012.
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