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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On July 5, 2012, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application requesting Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and Waiver of Response Time (Application) associated with Public Service’s concurrently filed Verified Application (Arapahoe Application) that requests approval of: (a) retiring Arapahoe Station Unit No. 4 (Arapahoe 4) by the end of the calendar year 2013; (b) entering into a new ten-year, 118.8 MW power purchase agreement with Southwest Generation, LLC (SWG) under which Public Service will purchase the output f4rom Arapahoe units 5, 6, and 7 from January 1, 2014 through December 31, 2023; and (c) entering into a natural gas sales agreement with SWG Fountain Valley Gas, LLC, under which Public Service will sell natural gas for the Fountain Valley generation facility.  Further, Public Service also seeks a waiver of response time to its Application.
2. In support of its Application, Public Service states that, while it expects that the Commission will provide notice of Public Service’s Arapahoe Application in accordance with Rule 1206, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations, 723‑1, the Arapahoe Application includes a proposal to change the formula in Public Service’s Electric Commodity Adjustment (ECA) tariff so that the costs and revenues associated with the proposed Gas Savings Agreement with SWG Fountain Valley, LLC, will flow through the ECA.  Public Service expects that this change to the ECA will reduce the ECA charges to customers.  Because there is a change to this formula tariff and notice is required pursuant to § 40-3-104, C.R.S., Public Service seeks approval to provide public notice under § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.    
3. Specifically, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:
filing of the change with the Commission and keeping open for inspection the filing;
publishing a legal notice, attached to the Application as Exhibit No. 1, in the Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation, on two consecutive Sundays, starting July 8, 2012; 
serving electronically a copy of the Arapahoe Application to all parties in Docket No. 11A-869E (Public Service’s current Electric Resource Planning docket) and Docket No. 11AL-947E (Public Service’s most recent electric rate case); and

publishing the public version of the Arapahoe Application on Public Service’s website: www.xcelenergy.com. 
4. The Application contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.
5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Application and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on July 5, 2012 for Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and Waiver of Response Time associated with Public Service Company of Colorado’s concurrently filed Verified Application is deemed complete and is granted.
2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
July 11, 2012.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY

[image: image2.png]by B




Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________


PAMELA J. PATTON
________________________________

Commissioners




2

