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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the scheduling of a workshop on the recommendations identified by the Colorado Task Force on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting (Task Force) in its Report on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting submitted to the Colorado General Assembly on December 1, 2011.

2. By Decision No. C12-0514-I, mailed May 15, 2012, the Commission opened an investigatory docket to examine certain recommendations identified by the Task Force. With respect to this Docket, the Task Force recommended consideration of the following issues:  

· Continued monitoring of best practices for transmission permitting and siting;

· Determining the best practices for providing advisory services to the Commission during backstop appeal cases;

· Establishing a transmission permitting and siting resource center for the benefit of local governments, transmission operators, the public, and the Commission;

· Determining whether a resource center would be helpful and, if so, whether it should be located within the Commission, the Department of Local Government, or some other entity; and 

· Establishing a procedure for the Commission to receive reports from those participating in the collaborative efforts between local governments.  

3. The Commission invited interested parties to submit comments, research materials, operational studies, market analyses, and other material that may be pertinent to the topics identified above by June 15, 2012.

4. Comments and other material were received from the following five parties:  Western Resource Advocates; Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.; Colorado Independent Energy Association; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Ms. Lisa Tormoen Hickey.

5. These five interested parties presented a variety of viewpoints depending on the topic.  In light of the comments and material received, we find good cause to hold an initial workshop to discuss the recommendations identified by the Task Force.  The workshop will be held on July 26, 2012.

6. Following the initial workshop, the Commission will determine whether additional workshops are needed in order for the Commission to render a decision on the recommendations identified by the Task Force.

7. Finally, we designate Commissioner James Tarpey as the Hearing Commissioner in this docket.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. Commissioner James K. Tarpey is designated as the Hearing Commissioner in this docket.  
2. A workshop in this proceeding is scheduled for:  

DATE: 
July 26, 2012 

TIME: 
10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  

PLACE: 
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  


3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
July 11, 2012.
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