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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 3206 (d) of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission’s (Commission) Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. Rule 3206(d)(II)(A) provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  

3. Commission Decision No. C12-0571-I, effective June 5, 2012, provided notice of filing, summaries of each new project that was filed, and established an opportunity for interested parties to file comments.  No comments were filed.  

4. New projects that were filed in 2012 under Rule 3206 (d) are listed below by company:

Public Service Company of Colorado (PSCo)
Pawnee – Daniels Park 345 kV Transmission Line Project 
Approximately 125 miles of new 345 kV transmission circuit between the Pawnee Substation and the Daniels Park Substation.  
Weld – DCP Midstream 115 kV Line
A 115 kV transmission line, approximately nine miles in length, from Weld Substation to the DCP Midstream Substation.  
Monfort to DCP Midstream 115 kV Line

A single circuit, 3.5 mile, 115 kV radial transmission line to provide interconnection between DCP Midstream LP’s Plant No. 9 and Public Service’s Monfort Substation. 

Rifle (Ute) 138/69 kV, 75 MVA Transformer (Replacement)
Replace the 138/69 kV, 25 MVA transformer at Rifle (Ute) Substation with a 138/69 kV, 45/60/75 MVA transformer. 

Hopkins 230/115 kV, 100 MVA #2 
Install a second 230/115 kV, 100 MVA transformer at Hopkins Substation. 
Hayden 230/138 kV, 250 MVA #KZ2A Transformer (Replacement, Western Area Power Administration’s Project)
Replace the existing 230/138 kV, 150 MVA #KZ2A transformer at Western Area Power Administration’s (“Western”) Hayden Substation with a 230/138 kV, 250 MVA transformer. 
Leetsdale 230/115 kV, 280MVA #2
Install a second 230/115 kV auto-transformer at Leetsdale Substation. 
Glenn 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA#3

Install 230 kV substation transmission facilities required to supply a third 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA distribution transformer and associated equipment at Glenn Substation. 
40 MVar Reactors at Midway and Waterton Substations
Install one 13.8 kV, 40 MVar reactor on the tertiary winding of each of the 345/230/13.8 kV, 560 MVA transformers at Midway and Waterton Substations. 
Mt. Harris 138/69 kV, 50 MVA #2
Add a second Mt. Harris 138/69 kV, 50 MVA transformer at Public Service’s Mt. Harris Substation. 

Sheridan 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #2
Install substation transmission facilities required to supply a second 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA distribution transformer and associated equipment at Sheridan Substation. 
Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc.
Shaffers Crossing to Pine Junction 115 kV Transmission Line
Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State)

Davis Delivery Point
Serve the new Anadarko Lancaster Plant (gas compression and petroleum refining) by interconnecting with an existing 115 kV transmission line between Fort Lupton and Hudson owned by Xcel Energy. 
DCP Midstream 115 kV Delivery Point
Serve the new LaSalle Natural Gas Processing Plant by interconnecting with an existing 115 kV transmission line owned by the Western Area Power Administration and constructing a 2 mile radial transmission line to serve a new substation which is to be constructed adjacent to the gas plant. 
5. Rule 3206 (d) (II) (B) requires Staff to review the filings and any comments, and make recommendations to the Commission by July 1.  Due to the crush of business, Staff presented recommendations to the Commission on July 11, 2012.  The Commission will waive nunc pro tunc Rule 3206 (d) (II) (B).  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. No CPCN shall be required for the following Public Service Company of Colorado projects:

· Glenn Substation 230/13.8 KV, 50 MVA #3
· Rifle Substation 138/69 KV, 75 MVA Transformer (Replacement)

· Mt. Harris Substation 138/69 KV, 50 MVA #2
· Sheridan Substation 115/13.8 KV, 50 MVA #2
· Weld Substation – DCP Midstream Substation 115 KV Line

2. No CPCN shall be required for the following Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. projects:

· Davis Delivery Point 
· DCP Midstream 115 KV Delivery Point 
3. No CPCN shall be required for the following Intermountain Rural Electric Association, Inc. projects:

· Shaffers Crossing To Pine Junction 115 KV Transmission Line  
4. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following projects:  
· Pawnee – Daniels Park 345 KV Transmission Line Project 
· Hopkins Substation 230/115 KV, 100 MVA #2 
· Hayden Substation 230/138 KV, 250 C #KZ2A Transformer
· Leetsdale Substation 230/115 KV, 280 MVA #2
· 40 MVAR Reactors At Midway And Waterton Substations
5. The CPCN filings or applications for formal determinations that no CPCNs are required shall include, but shall not be limited to:

A map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

Electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

Information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

Justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

Demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; 

With respect to electromagnetic fields, a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented; and

A report describing actions and techniques relating to cost-effective noise mitigation with respect to the planning, siting, construction, and operation of the proposed transmission construction or extension, including computer studies which show the potential noise levels expressed in dB(A) and measured at the edge of the transmission line right-of-way.
6. Commission Rule 3206 (d) (II) (B) is waived.  
7. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

8. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 11, 2012.
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� A Petition for Declaratory Order was filed on March 9, 2012 seeking a declaration from the Commission that the construction of this project is in the ordinary course of business and does not require a CPCN from the Commission.  The Commission ruled in Decision No. C12-0556 that this project is in the ordinary course of business and does not require a CPCN.  Although this project was also filed in the instant docket pursuant to Rule 3206 (d), this project will not appear in the Ordering Paragraphs of this order.





� The Commission found in Decision No. C11-0749 that that transformers that convert 230kV to distribution voltage, such as 230/13.8kV, 230/25kV, etc., that were reported as new projects in Docket No. 11M-317E, and that would be installed in existing substations that already contain one or more 230kV to distribution voltage transformers, to be considered to be in the ordinary course of business.  The Commission will rule this project to be in the ordinary course of business for the same reasons.  
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