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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Commission for approval of a petition for variance from the filing deadlines set forth at Rule 4602(c) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4, filed by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) on June 1, 2012 (Petition).  By the Petition, CNG requests authority to file its annual Gas Purchase Plan (GPP) filing on June 15, 2012 instead of the June 1 date specified in Rule 4602(c).

2. It is clear from the Petition that CNG was aware of the filing deadline set forth at Rule 4602(c) and that CNG was attempting to meet that deadline.  As CNG explained, it is working on, but has not yet completed, its GPP for the 2012 though 2013 Gas Purchase Year.  CNG requests an extension of time to June 15, 2012.

3. CNG states that no harm will result to the public and granting the requested variance will enable CNG to properly complete its annual GPP.  While the delay creates no harm to the general public, the delay does create an additional burden to the Staff of the Commission (Staff).

4. Staff is required to review the GPP for completeness.  When a utility files plans on or before June 1, sufficient time is allowed for Staff to make necessary determinations and request that deficiencies be cured. 

5. The Commission notes that this is the second year in a row that CNG has not filed its GPP by June 1 and has requested additional time to comply with the filing requirements set forth in Rule 4602(c). 

6. Due to the nature of and time constraints related to the relief sought by CNG, combined with the fact that the relief sought arguably only affects CNG and the Commission, the Commission finds that CNG’s request to file its annual GPP filing on June 15, 2012 instead of the June 1 date specified in Rule 4602(c) is acceptable.  

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.’s Petition for Variance from Rule 4602(c) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4, is granted.  The due date for Colorado Natural Gas, Inc.’s annual Gas Purchase Plan filing is June 15, 2012.
2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
June 6, 2012.
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