Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C12-0620-I
Docket No. 12A-427G

C12-0620-IDecision No. C12-0620-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

12A-427GDOCKET NO. 12A-427G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF SOURCEGAS DISTRIBUTION LLC filed under rule 4412(D) for an order (A) approving its percentage of income payment plan and (b) approving tariff sheets implementing a percentage of income payment plan cost adjustment (pippca) to be effective august 1 2012.
interim order granting motion for
alternative form of notice and FOR
A WAIVER OF CERTAIN COMMISSION RULES CONCERNING TARIFF EFFECTIVE DATE
Mailed Date:  
June 8, 2012
Adopted Date: 
June 6, 2012

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a motion filed on May 14, 2012, by SourceGas Distribution LLC (SourceGas), for Commission approval of an alternative form of notice and for a waiver of the tariff effective date required under Rules 4412(c)(II)(A) and 4412(h)(II)(B)(i) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723‑4.

2. Rule 4412(c)(II)(A) and Rule 4412(h)(II)(B)(i), which address the safe harbor approach to low-income assistance rates, require the utility to file tariff sheets with an effective date of July 1, 2012.  SourceGas refers to its assistance program as its Percentage of Income Payment Plan (PIPP).  SourceGas requests a waiver of the tariff effective date set forth in the aforementioned rules so that it may implement its program on August 1, 2012.  SourceGas states that an August 1, 2012 effective date will allow adequate time for construction and implementation of the proposed PIPP within the utility’s billing system and will allow adequate time for SourceGas to coordinate with external data sources such as the Colorado Department of Human Services to implement the PIPP.

3. As to its request for an alternative form of notice, pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., SourceGas seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice for its 2012-2013 PIPP:

(a)
filing of the change with the Commission and keeping open for public inspection the filing;

(b)
publishing a legal notice, attached hereto as Attachment A, in The Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation, on two consecutive Sundays, starting on May 9, 2012; and

(c)
serving electronically a copy of the 2012‑13 PIPP and exhibits and tariffs, on all parties to Docket No. 11R‑110EG and to all parties to the instant docket.

4. SourceGas contends that the alternative form of notice it proposes is sufficient to alert affected and interested persons of the changes being proposed by this application.

5. SourceGas also requests that the Commission waive response time to this motion.  We did not rule on the motion prior to the expiration of the 14-day response period, and thus this request is moot.

6. We find that good cause exists to grant the motion filed by SourceGas to permit an August 1, 2012 tariff effective date instead of the tariff effective date required by Rule 4412(c)(II)(A) and Rule 4412(h)(II)(B)(i).

7. We also find that the alternative form of notice proposed by SourceGas is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  The Commission will discuss the merits of SourceGas’ PIPP application at a future date.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. SourceGas Distribution LLC’s (SourceGas) May 14, 2012 motion for approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., is granted.

2. SourceGas’ motion for a waiver of the tariff effective date set forth in Rule 4412(c)(II)(A) and Rule 4412(h)(II)(B)(i) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723‑4, and to permit it to instead use a tariff effective date of  August 1, 2012, is granted.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 6, 2012.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MAY 11, 2012.




3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












