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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of Senate 
Bill (SB) 07-100 Reports filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on October 31, 2011.  

This matter also comes before the Commission for consideration of a joint ten-year transmission plan filed by Black Hills, Public Service, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State) (collectively, the Utilities) on February 1, 2012.

2. By Decision No. C12-0178, mailed February 21, 2012, the Commission consolidated the dockets involving the two SB 100 filings and the joint ten-year transmission plan.  That decision designated Docket No. 12M-102E as the primary docket in this matter.
3. By Decision No. C12-0199, mailed February 27, 2012, the Commission invited interested parties to file written comments on the joint transmission plan by March 26, 2012.  That decision also directed the Utilities to file responses to the comments by interested parties by April 20, 2012. 
4. On March 26, 2012, six interested parties filed written comments.  The Utilities filed joint response comments on April 20, 2012.  Further, Public Service filed individual reply comments to give additional emphasis to certain issues.
5. In Decision No. C12-0491-I, issued May 8, 2012, the Commission, among other items, directed the Utilities to answer questions on the transmission plan posed in Attachment A of the decision on or before May 31, 2012.  Specifically, question 4.b in Attachment A is as follows: 

Please provide ten individual transmission maps of the State of Colorado depicting the bulk and network serving transmission system.  Each map should depict the annual progression of the transmission system for the duration of the Plan.  These maps would allow the reader to visually comprehend the proposed build-out of the Utilities’ transmission system in Colorado for the next ten years.
6. On May 29, 2012, Public Service filed a request to allow this question to be modified to allow the maps to be provided in an alternate format, that it be granted until July 2, 2012 (the due date for the additional information requested during the May 17, 2012 transmission plan workshop) to provide the maps, and a waiver of the response time to this motion.  Public Service also states that it has conferred with counsel for Black Hills and Tri-State and is authorized to state that both these utilities concur in the relief requested.  
7. The Commission finds good cause to allow question 4.b in Attachment A of Decision No. C12-0491-I to be modified to allow an alternate format and grants the Utilities’ request to be allowed until July 2, 2012 to file the maps, concurrent with the filing of other items discussed during the May 17, 2012 workshop.  The Commission expects the maps to reflect and support the Commission’s objectives and goals of the plan as required in Commission Rules and conveyed during the May 17, 2012 workshop.  The Commission also finds good cause to waive response time to this motion. 
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Request by Public Service Company of Colorado for (1) Modification of Question, (2) Additional Time for Response, and (3) Waiver of Response, filed on May 29, 2012 is granted.  Question 4.b in Attachment A of Decision No. C12-0491-I is modified to allow an alternate format of maps to be provided and these maps are to be filed by July 2, 2012.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
June 6, 2012.
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COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MAY 11, 2012.
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