Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C12-0595-I
Docket No. 12A-354G

C12-0595-IDecision No. C12-0595-I
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

12A-354GDOCKET NO. 12A-354G
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION of eastern colorado utility 
for an order approving tariff sheets implementing a demand 
side management cost adjustment effective july 1, 2012.
interim Order Granting Request:  (1) to WAIVe RESPONSE TIME; AND (2) FOR shortened
notice AND INTERVENTION PERIOD
Mailed Date:  
June 1, 2012
Adopted Date:  May 30, 2012

TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a request filed on May 29, 2012 by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) to shorten the Commission notice and intervention period and waive response time (Shortened Notice Request).  The Shortened Notice Request was filed concurrently with CNG’s amended application to revise certain aspects of its Demand‑Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) pursuant to Rule 4752(b)(I) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4 (Amended Application).

2. In the Amended Application, CNG seeks to obtain approval of Eastern Colorado Utility’s (ECU) revised DSMCA tariff sheets, specifically Twenty Sixth Revised Sheet No. 3.4, to be effective July 1, 2012.  ECU is a division of CNG. 

3. In the Shortened Notice Request, CNG requests that the Commission waive response time and that the notice period for its Amended Application be shortened to ten days in order for the Commission to be able to consider the Amended Application in time for the new DSMCA rates to become effective on July 1, 2012.

4. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Amended Application seeking approval to revise certain aspects of ECU’s DSMCA pursuant to Rule 4752(b)(I), 4 CCR 723‑4 has been filed.
5. This Order is in addition to the Commission’s April 4, 2012 Notice of Application Filed that was issued in this docket, which notice established standard timelines for the initial application for an order approving ECU’s revised DSMCA tariff sheets, filed on April 2, 2012.
6. As to the Shortened Notice Request, CNG explains that a very short notice period is appropriate because ECU discovered certain errors in its original Docket No. 12A‑354G filing and seeks to amend those errors and revise its DSMCA accordingly by the Amended Application.  In its Shortened Notice Request, CNG requests to waive response time as no interventions were received with respect to the original application filed April 2, 2012. 

7. We find good cause exists to rule on these requests promptly as the new DSMCA rates are to become effective July 1, 2012.  Further, we find that no party will be prejudiced by waiving response time to the Shortened Notice Request.

8. We find that good cause exists to grant CNG’s Shortened Notice Request.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring ten days from the Mailed Date of this Order, i.e., at 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012, is appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012.
9. We find that good cause exists to establish procedures that will enable the Commission to address the matters raised by CNG’s Amended Application in an expedited timeframe.  Thus, we put all potential intervenors and interested persons on notice that the deadline for filing responsive comments and arguments on issues raised by the Amended Application shall also be 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the May 29, 2012 request by Colorado Natural Gas, Inc. (CNG) to shorten the Commission notice period is waived.

2. The request by CNG to shorten Commission notice is granted.  The notice period for the amended application filed by CNG on May 29, 2012, for approval to revise certain aspects of its Demand‑Side Management Cost Adjustment pursuant to Rule 4752(b)(I) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-4 (Amended Application) shall extend through and including 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012. 
3. This Order is in addition to the Commission’s April 4, 2012 Notice of Application Filed that was issued in this docket.
4. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.
5. To address the matters raised by CNG’s Amended Application in an expedited timeframe, all potential intervenors and interested persons shall file its responsive comments and arguments no later than 5:00 p.m. on June 11, 2012.

6. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 30, 2012.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________

Commissioners

COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MAY 11, 2012.
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