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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. On May 21, 2012, pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed an application requesting Commission approval of an alternative form of notice, which application was amended on May 24, 2012 (Amended Application), to apply to Atmos’ filings in support of the proposed revision to its Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) to become effective July 1, 2012.  

2. Atmos states that it discovered an error in its original DSMCA calculations, which calculations were corrected in its May 29, 2012, Amended Application.  While the Commission was willing to approve Atmos’ Application for Alternative Form of Notice filed on May 21, 2012, at its Weekly Meeting of May 23, 2012, Atmos requests that the Commission approve a notice process similar to that requested on May 21, 2012, taking into account the corrected calculations filed by Atmos in the Amended Application, as set forth in Exhibit 1 of the Amended Application. 

3. In support of the Amended Application, Atmos states that, on April 2, 2012, it filed its application and exhibits in support of the proposed revisions to its DSMCA consistent with Rules 4750 through 4760 of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723‑4.  

4. On April 5, 2012, the Commission issued notice of the application in support of the proposed revisions and, that same day, Atmos caused to have published in The Denver Post its notice to change tariffs implementing the new DSMCA as proposed to the Commission.  Atmos filed its notice of proof of publication and a copy of the notice that appeared in The Denver Post with the Commission on April 9, 2012.  

5. Atmos also caused to have published in local newspapers throughout its four Colorado service territories the same notice as appeared in The Denver Post on April 5, 2012.  Further, Atmos filed its proofs of publication from the various local newspapers within the Atmos service territories with the Commission on May 17, 2012. 

6. On May 24, 2012, in Docket No. 12A‑356G, Atmos filed and the Commission issued notice of Atmos’ application and exhibits in support of the proposed revisions as amended to include Atmos’ revised calculations.

7. As a result of proposing rates higher than previously posted in The Denver Post and local newspapers throughout Atmos’ four Colorado service territories due to its revised calculations, Atmos proposes to provide notice in The Denver Post and in customer bill inserts. 

8. Specifically, in its Amended Application, Atmos seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:


(a)
publishing a legal notice in The Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation; and  


(b)
providing notice to customers via a bill insert attached as Exhibit 1 to the Amended Application, commencing with the July 1, 2012 billing cycle, which provides additional information to customers regarding the changes in Atmos’ DSMCA.

9. The Amended Application that will apply to filings in support of the proposed revision to Atmos’ DSMCA to become effective July 1, 2012, contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.
10. The Commission finds good cause to grant the Amended Application for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Atmos’ filing in support of the proposed revision to its DSMCA to become effective July 1, 2012.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Atmos is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application filed by Atmos on May 21, 2012, as amended on May 24, 2012, for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Atmos Energy Corporation’s filings in support of the proposed revision to its Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment to become effective July 1, 2012, is deemed complete and is granted.

2. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

3. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
May 30, 2012.
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