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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of opening, on its own motion, an investigatory docket to examine certain recommendations identified by the Colorado Task Force on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting (Task Force). 

2. The Task Force was created by Senate Bill 11-045, codified at § 40-4-119, C.R.S.  The purpose of the Task Force was to examine the advantages and disadvantages of a statewide transmission siting and permitting framework for electric transmission facilities.  The Task Force spent considerable time taking testimony, hearing presentations by experts, and debating the issues.  The Task Force recognized the creation of such a framework raised various questions concerning jurisdiction, structure, membership, organization, staffing, and funding.  Its efforts culminated in a report submitted to Governor Hickenlooper and the General Assembly on December 1, 2011.
3. As explained in the report, the Task Force discussions concerning a statewide framework evolved from the creation of a new entity with the authority to permit transmission projects regardless of their location in Colorado to the possibility of having an alternative entity working within the current system.  In both cases, the need to maintain adequate, appropriate, and ample local government control and input in the process was emphasized.  
4. Based upon its investigation, the Task Force does not recommend the establishment of a statewide transmission siting authority in Colorado at this time.  Rather, the Task Force recommended:  an increase in local government cooperation and collaboration; a revision of the appeal process for backstop decisions to the Court of Appeals; and the opening of a Commission docket to consider improvements to the backstop process and consider establishing a transmission siting and permitting resource center.
5. The Task Force recommended that the Commission consider  the following five issues:  

1)
Continued monitoring of best practices for transmission permitting and siting;

2)
Determining the best practices for providing advisory services to the Commission during backstop appeal cases;

3)
Establishing a transmission permitting and siting resource center for the benefit of local governments, transmission operators, the public, and the Commission;

4)
Determining whether a resource center would be helpful and, if so, whether it should be located within the Commission, the Department of Local Government, or some other entity; and;

5)
Establishing a procedure for the PUC to receive reports from those participating in the collaborative efforts between local governments.  

B. Findings and Conclusions
6. The Commission finds it appropriate to initiate an investigatory docket in response to the Task Force report and the five issues identified above.  
7. In this Docket, there shall be no “parties” in the usual sense of applicants, complainants, or intervenors.  Instead, a “party” shall be an “interested party" akin to a participant in a Commission rulemaking or other non-adjudicated proceeding.
8. The Commission invites interested parties to submit comments, research materials, operational studies, market analyses, and other material that may be pertinent to the topics identified above.  Interested parties are directed to file these items in this Docket by June 15, 2012.
9. We request parties to file electronic copies of all materials via the Commission's E-Filings website, which may be accessed at: https://www.dora.state.co.us/pls/efi/EFI.homepage.
10. In addition to receiving and evaluating information, the Commission will conduct a workshop, likely in late July 2012.  Future steps and processes will be determined at that future workshop.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. An investigatory Docket is opened to commence the Commission’s examination of the recommendations set forth in the report submitted on December 1, 2011 to Governor Hickenlooper and the Colorado General Assembly by the Colorado Task Force on Statewide Transmission Siting and Permitting pursuant to Senate Bill 11-045.

2. Interested parties are directed to submit comments, research materials, operational studies, market analyses, and other material that may be pertinent to this investigation, consistent with the discussion above.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
May 9, 2012.
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Director
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________________________________
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________________________________
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 COMMISSIONER MATT BAKER
VOTED TO ADOPT THIS ORDER BUT RESIGNED EFFECTIVE MAY 11, 2012.
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