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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of Senate Bill (SB) 07-100 reports filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills) and Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on October 31, 2011.  This matter also comes before the Commission for consideration of a joint ten-year transmission plan filed by Black Hills, Public Service, and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (collectively, the Utilities) on February 1, 2012.

2. By Decision No. C12-0178, mailed February 21, 2012, the Commission consolidated the dockets involving the two SB 100 filings and the joint ten-year transmission plan.  That decision designated Docket No. 12M-102E as the primary docket.
3. By Decision No. C12-0199, mailed February 27, 2012, the Commission invited interested parties to file written comments on the joint transmission plan by March 26, 2012.  This decision also directed the Utilities to file responses to the comments by interested parties by April 20, 2012. 
4. On March 26, 2012, six interested parties filed written comments.  These parties are Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC; the Colorado Independent Energy Association; the Governor’s Energy Office; Kiyan, LLC; Interwest Energy Alliance; and Western Resource Advocates.  The Utilities filed joint response comments on April 20, 2012.  Further, Public Service filed individual reply comments to give additional emphasis to certain issues.
5. The Commission has thoroughly reviewed the information filed in this docket 
to-date.  We find that additional information is necessary to provide the necessary context to the Commission, its Staff, and the stakeholders regarding the Utilities’ transmission planning efforts.  The Commission therefore directs the Utilities to answer the questions listed in Attachment A to this Order.  The Commission encourages the Utilities to be as expansive and descriptive in their answers as possible.  The Utilities shall respond to these questions on or before May 31, 2012.  

6. By Decision No. C12-0199, the Commission ordered a workshop(s) and/or a hearing(s) on May 17, 2012, from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. in Hearing Room A for the purpose of reviewing the adequacy of the Utilities’ filed transmission plans and process used in formulating the plans and rendering a decision regarding the same.  We now slightly modify the scope of that workshop to:  (a) allow for discussion of the written comments submitted by interested parties; (b) allow Staff of the Commission to present and expand upon the questions listed in Attachment A to this Order; (c) to allow the Utilities to seek clarifications with respect to these questions; and (d) to coordinate times and agenda contents for subsequent meetings.
7. Finally, we designate Commissioner James Tarpey as the Hearing Commissioner for the May 17, 2012 workshop.  
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That

1. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., shall respond to the questions listed in Attachment A to this Order on or before May 31, 2012.

2. The scope of the workshop scheduled for May 17, 2012 is modified consistent with the discussion above.

3. Hearing Commissioner James Tarpey is designated as the Hearing Commissioner for the May 17, 2012 workshop.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date. 

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
May 2, 2012.
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