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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement
1. On April 18, 2012, pursuant to § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed an application requesting Commission approval of an alternative form of notice to apply to Public Service’s filing to implement its 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs in accordance with Decision No. R11‑0606, issued June 3, 2011, as modified by Decision No. C11‑1025, issued September 21, 2011, in Docket No. 11R‑110EG.  

2. In support of its application, Public Service notes that Rule 3412(d)(I) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723‑3, and Rule 4412(d)(I) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 CCR 723‑4, 


require regulated electric and natural gas utilities to file tariffs containing their proposed programs no later than March 19, 2012.  On February 22, 2012, Public Service, Black Hills/Colorado Electric and Gas Utility, Colorado Natural Gas, and Source Gas Distribution LLC filed a Joint Petition for Rule Variance of Electric and Gas Low-income Energy Assistance Program Rules, 4 CCR 723‑3‑3412(d)(I) and 4 CCR 723‑4‑4412(d)(I) (Joint Petition).  The Commission granted the Joint Petition, in part, in Decision No. C12‑0281, Docket No. 12V‑166EG on March 13, 2012, authorizing Joint Petitioners to file their 
low-income assistance tariffs on or before April 18, 2012.  The application filed by Public Service on April 18, 2012, proposes alternative notice of its 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs filing and proposed tariff sheets.

3. Specifically, Public Service seeks authorization to use the following alternative form of notice:

(a)
filing of the change with the Commission and keeping open for public inspection the filing;

(b)
publishing a legal notice, attached hereto as Attachment A, in 
The Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation, on two consecutive Sundays, starting on April 22, 2012; and

(c)
serving electronically a copy of the 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs, and associated testimony, exhibits, and tariffs, on all parties to Docket No. 11R‑110EG.

4. The application for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service’s filing to implement its 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs contains all of the information required by Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.
5. The Commission finds good cause to grant the application for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service’s filing to implement its 
2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public. 

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The application for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service Company of Colorado’s (Public Service) filing to implement its 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs filed by Public Service on April 18, 2012, is deemed complete.
2. Response time to the application is waived.

3. The application for approval of an alternative form of notice that will apply to Public Service’s filing to implement its 2012‑13 Electric and Natural Gas Affordability Programs is granted.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails or serves this Order.
5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING 
April 25, 2012.
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