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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. The Colorado Public Utilities Commission received a petition for variance filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) on March 21, 2012.

2. Black Hills requests a variance from Commission Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3-3026(B) and 4 CCR 723-3-3028(A) and for a waiver of response time.  Black Hills already has implemented the use of the Commission prescribed and supplied Consent to Disclose Utility Customer Data form as required by Rule 3028.  However, Black Hills seeks this variance to permit it to also use a Spanish-language version of the Commission prescribed and supplied consent form.  
3. Black Hills states that its customer base includes many Spanish-speaking customers.  The Spanish-language version of the Commission-approved form will help to expedite Black Hills’ process for gaining the appropriate consent and gaining the release of such customers’ data.
4. Black Hills has translated the Consent to Disclose Utility Customer Data form and has attached the translation as Exhibit 1 to the petition.

5. We find that it is reasonable to provide the waiver to use an alternate form provided that the form does not change the substantive nature or the intent of the Commission’s rules.  However, we express no opinion on whether Exhibit 1 represents an accurate translation of the Commission-prescribed Consent to Disclose Utility Customer Data form.

6. We find that the duration of the requested variance shall be granted until such time that Commission rules are amended to reflect a foreign language requirement, if ever.  
7. We find that in order to expedite the transition and use of the new translation, a waiver of response time is necessary and would not prejudice any interested persons.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Consistent with the above discussion, we order that Black Hills Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP may use an alternate Consent to Disclose Utility Customer Data form, the duration is as described above, and waiver of response time is granted.

2. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.
3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
March 28, 2012.
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