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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) filed an Application for SmartGridCity Cost Recovery (Application) on December 14, 2011.  Public Service filed Direct Testimony in support of the Application.  

2. Public Service seeks to recover the full costs of its investments in SmartGridCity through electric rates.  SmartGridCity is a demonstration project where the Company integrated and deployed emerging “smart grid” technologies in a comprehensive manner in Boulder, Colorado.   According to Public Service, SmartGridCity was designed to allow, and has allowed, the Company to make a true assessment of the feasibility and capabilities of these technologies.

3. Public Service explains that it requested and was granted a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity for SmartGridCity in Docket No. 10A-124E by Recommended Decision No. R10-1158 issued on October 27, 2010.   The Company further states that the Commission found that the Company’s $44.5 million of SmartGridCity costs were prudently incurred, but that the Company could not at that time recover all prudent investment in the project. The Commission instead indicated that it was concerned whether SmartGridCity will become an integral part of the distribution system on a going-forward basis.

4. The Commission issued a Notice of Application Filed on December 20, 2011.  The notice established an intervention period ending January 19, 2012.
5. Ms. Leslie Glustrom; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P.; and the City of Boulder each timely filed requests to intervene.  On January 4, 2012, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel filed a notice of intervention of right.

B. Findings

6. We have reviewed the record in this matter and deem the application complete in accordance with § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.

7. We assign this matter to Commissioner Matt Baker as the Hearing Commissioner for hearing and a determination of the merits, including disposition of the aforementioned requests for intervention and any additional petitions for intervention.

8. The Commission expects the Hearing Commissioner to issue a recommended decision in this matter.
9. Finally, we note that the resolution of this matter may affect the outcome of the Company’s ongoing electric base rate proceeding in Docket No. 11AL-947E.  We therefore encourage the Hearing Commissioner to explore the appropriate coordination of this proceeding with Docket No. 11AL-947E when establishing its scope and procedural schedule.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for SmartGridCity Cost Recovery filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on December 14, 2011 is hereby deemed complete.

2. This matter is referred for hearing to Commissioner Matt Baker, acting as Hearing Commissioner, and for the issuance of a recommended decision.
3. All petitions to intervene and any additional petitions are referred to the Hearing Commissioner for disposition.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.  

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 1, 2012.
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