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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, 
OR CORPORATIONS:

I. by the commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Shorten Intervention Period (Motion) filed by the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) on January 27, 2012.  In its Motion, BNSF requests that the notice period for the application (Application) filed by BNSF on January 27, 2012 requesting authority to install an island detection circuit instead of the constant warning time circuit previously approved by the Commission in Decision No. R11-1202 in consolidated Docket Nos. 10A-107R and 11A-404R on November 7, 2011, at the crossing of Martin Street, National Inventory No. 057133C, in the City of Longmont (Longmont), County of Boulder, State of Colorado be shortened to seven calendar days.

2. In support of its Motion, BNSF states that the active warning signal installation approved by Decision No. R11-1202 has begun.  During the installation, BNSF determined that if an island circuit were used as opposed to the constant warning time circuitry currently approved by the Commission, it would result in less impact to the traveling public.  
With a constant warning time circuit, each BNSF switching movement would activate the flashing lights and gates even if the train did not enter the crossing.  The traveling public would have to wait for the flashing lights and gates to recover before they could travel through the crossing.  With an island circuit that extends 60 feet in each direction of the crossing, only trains that enter the circuit would activate the flashing lights and gates.  BNSF would post 
“Stop and Wait for 20 Seconds” signs at each end of the circuit so that train operators would wait the appropriate amount of time before entering the crossing if such a movement is occurring.  This solution will allow BNSF to perform their necessary work without unnecessarily impacting the traveling public, and will provide the necessary safety for BNSF train crews. 

3. Because of the various delays of installing the active warning at the crossing, Longmont is anxious to have this equipment installed and operational as soon as possible.

4. BNSF does not anticipate that any interventions in opposition to the Application will be filed as no interventions from parties other than Longmont and BNSF have been filed in the previous applications for the Martin Street crossing.

5. BNSF states that it has taken the liberty of sending a copy of the Application to all interested parties at the time it filed its Application with the Commission to maximize the time those interested parties would have to respond to the Commission’s notice of filing of the Application.

6. The Application is available for public inspection between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Application seeking authorization to install an island circuit instead of the previously approved constant warning time circuit at the Martin Street crossing in Longmont, Colorado has been filed.
7. Because of the potential safety issues at the crossing by continued delay in the installation of the active warning devices previously ordered, we find that good cause exists to waive response time to the Motion on our own motion and grant the shortened notice.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring on February 7, 2012 is appropriate.  
The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission shall be due by the close of business on February 7, 2012. 

8. Now being duly advised, we set a shortened Commission notice and intervention period.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the January 27, 2012 motion filed by the BNSF Railway Company (BNSF) to shorten the Commission notice period is waived.

2. The request by BNSF to shorten Commission notice is granted.  The notice period for the Application for Authority to Install an Island Circuit Instead of the Previously Approved Constant Warning Time Circuit at the crossing of Martin Street, National Inventory No. 057133C, shall extend through and including the close of business on February 7, 2012.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by the close of business on February 7, 2012.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.
4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
February 1, 2012.
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