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TO THE PARTIES IN THIS MATTER AND ALL INTERESTED PERSONS, FIRMS, OR CORPORATIONS:

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a request filed on January 19, 2012 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to shorten the Commission notice and intervention period (Shortened Notice Request).  The Shortened Notice Request was filed with Public Service’s application for deferred accounting treatment for cost increases associated with the expiration of the Black Hills wholesale power sales agreement on December 31, 2011 (Application).
2. In the Application, Public Service seeks to obtain approval of an accounting order permitting it to defer for ratemaking purposes $42.4 million of the unrecovered annualized increase in retail jurisdictional costs attributable to the expiration of the Black Hills’ wholesale power sales agreement on December 31, 2011 until such time as rates become effective in Docket No. 11AL-947E.  Public Service also seeks authority to recover whatever portion of the $42.4 million is later determined by the Commission to be just and reasonable in Docket No. 11AL-947E, in rates that are put into effect as a result of the final order that proceeding.
3. In the Shortened Notice Request, Public Service requests that the Commission waive response time and that the notice period for its Application be shortened to noon on January 24, 2012.
4. The Application is available for public inspection at the Commission office located at 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202, between 8:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., excluding weekends and state holidays.  This Order is the notice that the Application seeking approval of deferred accounting treatment for extraordinary cost increases in the amount of $42.4 million annually related to the expiration of the Black Hills wholesale power sales agreement on December 31, 2011 has been filed.
5. This Order supersedes the Commission’s January 19, 2012 Notice of Application Filed that was issued in this docket, which notice incorrectly established standard timelines.
6. As to the Shortened Notice Request, Public Service explains that a very short notice period is appropriate because the Application is being filed as a result of the Commission’s deliberations in Docket No. 11M-951E (a Public Service request for interim rate relief) that occurred on January 18, 2012.  As explained by Public Service, during the deliberations in Docket No. 11M-951E, the Commission denied Public Service’s request for interim rate relief pursuant to § 40-6-111(d), C.R.S., but was willing to consider a deferred accounting application in an expedited manner.  Public Service anticipates that the Commission will require substantive responses addressing the merits of its request for deferred accounting treatment will be filed contemporaneously with the petitions to intervene and/or intervene as a matter of right.
7. On January 19, 2012, the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) noticed its intervention by right in this matter.  The OCC also filed a response to the Shortened Notice Request, which response was supported by Staff of the Commission and AARP, in which it requested a shortened notice and intervention period that expired at noon on January 27, 2012.  The OCC also suggested noon on January 27, 2012 as the deadline for the filing of substantive responses addressing the merits of the Application.
8. In light of the connection of the Application to our January 18, 2012 deliberations in Docket No. 11M-951E, we find good cause exists to rule on these requests promptly.  Therefore, we will waive response time on our own motion to the Shortened Notice Request.

9. We find that good cause exists to grant, in part, Public Service’s Shortened Notice Request.  The deadline for interventions proposed by Public Service is too short.  We find that a shortened Commission notice period expiring at 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012 is appropriate.  The intervention period will run concurrent to the notice period.  Interventions, including by Staff of the Commission, shall be due at 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012.

10. We find that good cause exists to establish procedures that will enable the Commission to address the matters raised by Public Service’s Application in an expedited timeframe.  Thus, we put all potential intervenors and interested persons on notice that the deadline for filing responsive comments and arguments on issues raised by the Application shall also be 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012.
11. Potential parties are further put on notice that the Commission intends to discuss this matter further at a deliberations meeting at 2:00 p.m. on January 27, 2012.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the January 19, 2012 request by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) to shorten the Commission notice period is waived.
2. The request by Public Service to shorten Commission notice is granted, in part.  The notice period for the Application for approval of deferred accounting treatment for extraordinary cost increases in the amount of $42.4 million annually related to the expiration of the Black Hills wholesale power sales agreement on December 31, 2011 shall extend through and including 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012.

3. This Order supersedes the Commission’s January 19, 2012 Notice of Application Filed that was issued in this docket.
4. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding, including Staff of the Commission, shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, by 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012.  Alternatively, persons who do not wish to intervene or become a party, but desire to file comments, may send written comments addressed to the Public Utilities Commission, 1560 Broadway, Suite 250, Denver, Colorado 80202.  


All persons who file an objection, notice of intervention as of right, motion to permissively intervene, or any other appropriate pleading shall do so in accordance with the instructions set forth in the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure and this Order.
5. To address the matters raised by Public Service’s Application in an expedited timeframe, all potential intervenors and interested persons shall file its responsive comments and arguments no later than 2:00 p.m. on January 26, 2012.
6. If a party does not meet the requirements of this Order, the Commission may dismiss or strike the application or intervention upon motion filed by any other party, or upon the Commission’s own motion, unless good cause for failure to meet the requirements is shown.
7. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ DELIBERATIONS MEETING
January 20, 2012.
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� The OCC does NOT need to re-file its notice of intervention of right.
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