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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Notice of Withdrawal of Application (Notice) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or the Company) on January 17, 2012.  

2. Public Service filed an Application for Approval of its 2014 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Application) on October 31, 2011.  On the same day, the Company also filed its 2011 Electric Resource Plan (ERP) in Docket No. 11A-869E.  The two filings were intended to comply with paragraph 3603(a) and subparagraph 3657(a)(II) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  The coincident filings were also made in accord with the Commission’s decision to move to quadrennial combined Renewable Energy Standard (RES) and ERP filings as established by Decision No. C10-0952 in Docket No. 10R-243E, issued August 30, 2010.  

3. By Decision No. C11-1340, issued December 13, 2011, the Commission solicited comments from interested parties regarding factors potentially affecting the timing of our consideration of the Application and scheduled a pre-hearing conference for January 18, 2012.  
4. On January 9, 2012, Public Service explained in comments filed in response to Decision No. C11-1340 that there were several factors that would make it difficult for the Commission to render a reasoned and well-informed decision on the Application.  Public Service therefore recommended withdrawal of the Application in its entirety and that the Commission close this docket.  

5. Public Service further recommended that its next RES Compliance Plan cover both the 2014 and 2015 RES compliance years.  Such a plan would be filed 60 days after a final order is issued in Docket No. 11A-418E, concerning the Company’s 2012 and 2013 RES Compliance Plan.  Public Service also suggested that it file a RES Compliance Plan for the 2016 and 2017 RES compliance years on October 31, 2013, and that a quadrennial ERP/RES compliance plan be submitted on or before October 31, 2015.

6. According to Public Service, several variances from the Commission’s rules would be needed in order for the Company to implement its plan for RES Compliance Plan filings, including waivers from subparagraph 3657(a)(II), which requires a 2014 RES Compliance Plan filing to be made by October 31, 2011, and subparagraph 3657(a)(III), which requires a 2015-2017 RES Compliance Plan to be filed on or before October 31, 2013.

7. By Decision No. C12-0029, issued on January 11, 2012, we granted Public Service’s Motion to Vacate Requirement to File Alternative Procedural Schedules prior to the January 18, 2012 pre-hearing conference scheduled jointly for this proceeding and Docket No. 11A-869E.

B. Discussion and Findings

8. In light of the Notice, we find good cause to vacate the pre-hearing conference scheduled in this matter on January 18, 2012.  (The pre-hearing conference will be convened solely for Docket No. 11A-869E.)

9. We further find good cause to grant Public Service waivers from subparagraphs 3657(a)(II) and (III) of the Commission’s Rules to accommodate alternative filing deadlines for its RES Compliance Plans.  We agree that it is necessary for the Commission to issue a final decision in Docket No. 11A-418E before we consider a 2014 RES Compliance Plan.  While we do not object to considering both the 2014 and 2015 RES compliance years in the same proceeding, we are concerned that a filing made only 60 days following the issuance of a final decision on the Company’s 2012 and 2013 RES Compliance Plan will be too early for us to take into account any market reaction to the Company’s on-site solar and community solar garden programs during 2012.  We therefore direct Public Service to submit its 2014 and 2015 RES Compliance Plan on or before March 1, 2013.  

10. With respect to the Company’s proposal to file a RES Compliance Plan for 2016 and 2017 on or before October 31, 2013, we find that it is premature to establish any deadline for such a filing at this time.  We promulgated paragraph 3657(a) in the Commission’s Rules in 2010 prior to the Company’s submittal of its Application for Approval of a Reduction in the Standard Rebate Offer in Docket No. 11A-135E.  That proceeding, which was completed in a period of a few months, revealed that rapidly changing market conditions can have a significant impact on the Company’s future ability to comply with the RES given the retail rate impact cap under § 40‑2‑124(1)(g), C.R.S.  Nonetheless, we recognize that the issues surrounding the on-site solar market in Colorado and the costs and benefits of retail renewable distributed generation will require careful examination according to the full timeline normally afforded to an application proceeding.  We will therefore revisit the issue when Public Service shall file its RES Compliance Plan for compliance plans after 2015 at the conclusion of the proceeding on the Company’s 2014 and 2015 RES Compliance Plan filing.

11. This docket is hereby closed.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:
1. The Notice of Withdrawal of Application filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on January 17, 2012 is acknowledged without prejudice.

2. Waivers of the requirements under Rule 3657 of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, are granted, consistent with the discussion above.  Public Service shall file a Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan for years 2014 and 2015 on or before March 1, 2013.

3. This Docket is closed. 

4. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
January 18, 2012.
	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


JOSHUA B. EPEL
________________________________


JAMES K. TARPEY
________________________________



MATT BAKER
________________________________

Commissioners










5

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












