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I. statement  

1. On August 1, 2011, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed electric Advice Letter No. 1591.  Attached to that Advice Letter is a proposed revision to the Service and Facility Charge portion of the Monthly Rate section of the Transmission General Service Schedule in the Company's Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff.  

2. On August 22, 2011, Mr. Stanley J. Boduch, Facilities Manager for the United States Department of State, sent an e-mail to the Commission.  In that correspondence, Mr. Boduch stated that Public Service did not “provide the customer [i.e., the United States Department of State] with the proposed rate or calculations for the proposed rates prior to submission[.]”  Mr. Boduch’s e-mail stated that a new facility is being constructed at the Denver Federal Center and that the proposed Service and Facilities charge of $ 3,400 per month to the United States Department of State “seems to make little sense” when compared to the General Services Administration rate of $ 870 per month for its Transmission General Service.  The Commission treated the e-mail correspondence as a protest letter or an objection to the proposed tariff changes.  

3. In Decision No. C11-0943, inter alia, the Commission established an intervention period and referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
4. Review of the Commission file in this matter establishes that no one filed an intervention of right or a motion for leave to intervene.  In addition, review of the Commission file in this matter establishes that no one filed a motion for leave to intervene of right out of time and that no one filed a motion for leave to file a motion for leave to intervene out of time.  

5. Public Service is the only party in this proceeding.  

6. As filed, the tariff sheet accompanying Advice Letter No. 1591 had an effective date of September 1, 2011.  By Decision No. C11-0943, the Commission suspended, through and including December 30, 2011, the effective date of the tariff sheet that accompanied Advice Letter No. 1591.  By Decision No. R11-1194-I, the ALJ further suspended, through and including March 29, 2012, the effective date of the tariff sheet that accompanied Advice Letter No. 1591.  

7. By Decision No. R11-1194-I, the ALJ scheduled a prehearing conference to be held on November 21, 2011.  The prehearing conference was held as scheduled.  Public Service was present, was represented, and participated.  

8. Following the prehearing conference, the ALJ issued Decision No. R11-1260-I on November 23, 2011.  That Order established the date by which Public Service was to file its testimony and exhibits in support of the proposed tariff changes.  

9. On December 2, 2011, Public Service filed the verified Direct Testimony and Exhibits of Ted L. Niemi (Niemi Testimony).  The ALJ finds that the Niemi Testimony provides a sufficient evidentiary basis on which to make a decision in this matter.  

10. By Decision No. R11-1312-I, the ALJ vacated the evidentiary hearing scheduled for December 12, 2011.  

11. The Advice Letter and accompanying tariff sheet are uncontested.  

12. Pursuant to § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., the Commission may consider an uncontested matter under a modified procedure and without a formal hearing.  As noted above, the Niemi Testimony is a sufficient evidentiary basis on which to make a decision.  The ALJ finds that the uncontested Advice Letter and accompanying tariff sheet filed by Public Service may be, and should be, considered under a modified procedure and without a formal hearing.  
13. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the ALJ now transmits to the Commission the record in this proceeding along with a written recommended decision.  

II. FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS  
14. Public Service is a Commission-regulated public utility that, as pertinent here, provides electric service to retail customers in Colorado.  Public Service provides electric service pursuant to its Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff.  

15. At issue in this proceeding is a proposed revision to the Service and Facility Charge portion of the Monthly Rate section of the Transmission General Service Schedule (Schedule TG) in the Company's Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff.  Specifically, the Company proposes to add the Denver Federal Center - United States Department of State to Schedule TG at a monthly Service and Facility Charge of $ 3,400.  

16. The record establishes that:  (a) the United States Department of State (Department of State or Customer) has a facility at the Denver Federal Center; (b) Public Service and the Department of State signed an Electric Service Agreement dated July 13, 2011, pursuant to which Public Service will provide electric service, at transmission voltage, to the Department of State at the Denver Federal Center site; (c) the Customer receives electric service from Public Service at transmission voltage through two 115kV meters; and (d) the Customer purchased the six Current Transformers (CTs) and the six Potential Transformers (PTs)
 that Public Service installed in the metering cabinet that the Company uses for metering Customer’s electric service.  

17. The record also establishes that, pursuant to Rule 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3300(a) and Sheet No. R144 of the Company’s Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff, Public Service must furnish, own, operate, and maintain the meter and related metering equipment, such as the CTs and the PTs, used to measure electric service to the Customer.  The Department of State, and not Public Service, purchased the CTs and PTs that Public Service must own.  Consequently, Public Service intends to reimburse the Department of State for the cost of the CTs and the PTs and for associated additional costs.  

18. The record further establishes that the method that Public Service used to calculate the monthly facility or metering cost component of the Service and Facility Charge to the Denver Federal Center - United States Department of State is the method used in the 
as-allowed cost of service study approved in Phase II of Public Service’s last electric rate case (Docket No. 09AL-299E).  Based on the record in this proceeding, the ALJ finds that 

Public Service correctly calculated the proposed monthly Service and Facility Charge, which has these components:  (a) a monthly facility or metering cost component of $ 2,934.95;
 (b) a monthly Meter Reading cost of $ 29.56; (c) a billing and customer account expense of $ 23.74; and (d) the low income adjustment of $ 407.47.  The total monthly Service and Facility Charge is rounded to $ 3,400.  

19. In its protest letter or objection to the proposed tariff, the Department of State stated that its monthly Service and Facility Charge would exceed the monthly Service and Facility Charge paid by the General Services Administration rate for its Transmission General Service at the Denver Federal Center site.
  Based on the record, the ALJ finds:  (a) the difference in the monthly Service and Facility Charge paid by the two entities principally results from calculating the monthly facility or metering cost component of the Service and Facility Charge using the method in the as-allowed cost of service study approved in Phase II of Public Service’s last electric rate case; and (b) the difference between the monthly facility or metering cost component of the Service and Facility Charge of the Department of State and that of the General Services Administration is explained by the fact that the Department of State is served by two 115kV meters and the General Services Administration is served by two primary voltage meters.  The record establishes that Suncor Energy (U.S.A.), Inc., a retail customer of Public Service that has the same metering configuration as the Department of State, is assessed a monthly Service and Facility Charge of $ 3,400.  

20. The ALJ finds that the record establishes that the proposed revision to the Service and Facility Charge portion of the Monthly Rate section of the Schedule TG in the Company's Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff -- that is, the addition to Sheet No. 62 of the Denver Federal Center - United States Department of State to Schedule TG at a monthly Service and Facility Charge of $ 3,400 -- is just, is reasonable, and is in the public interest.  

21. The ALJ will approve the revision to the Service and Facility Charge portion of the Monthly Rate section of the Schedule TG (Sheet No. 62) in the Company's Colorado P.U.C. No.7-Electric tariff as stated in the tariff sheet appended to Advice Letter No. 1591.  The ALJ will order no changes in the tariff sheet appended to that Advice Letter.  

22. Based on the record (Niemi Testimony at 4:3-12 and Exhibit No. TLN-9), the ALJ finds that the following reporting requirement is reasonable and will be imposed:  Public Service will be ordered to make a compliance filing with respect to its reimbursement to the Department of State for the CTs and the PTs and for any associated additional costs billed to the Department of State by its contractor and paid by the Department of State.  The compliance filing must contain at least the following information:  (a) the date on which the reimbursement in full was paid; (b) the total dollar amount of the reimbursement in full; and (c) the components (e.g., cost of CT, cost of PT, additional costs) of the reimbursement in full and the dollar amount of each component.  Public Service will be ordered to make this compliance filing within 30 calendar days of the date on which it pays the reimbursement in full.  

23. In accordance with § 40-6-109, C.R.S., the Administrative Law Judge recommends that the Commission enter the following order.  

III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:  

1. The revised tariff Sheet No. 62 appended to Advice Letter No. 1591 is approved as filed on August 1, 2011.  

2. After this Recommended Decision becomes a Decision of the Commission, Public Service Company of Colorado shall file with the Commission a revised tariff Sheet No. 62  that is identical to the tariff sheet appended to Advice Letter No. 1591, and Public Service Company of Colorado shall cite this Decision as its authority to file the revised tariff Sheet No. 62.  

3. Public Service Company of Colorado shall make a compliance filing that comports with the requirements stated in ¶ 22, above.  Public Service Company of Colorado shall make this compliance filing within 30 calendar days of the date on which it pays the reimbursement in full to the United States Department of State.  

4. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.  

5. As provided by § 40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the recommended decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of § 40-6-114, C.R.S.  

If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in § 40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.  

6. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge










�  “All meters for service under Schedule TG require a transformer-related three-phase integrated demand recording meter[.]  ...  A separate CT and a separate PT are required for each electric phase such that for each transmission service three CTs and three PTs are required for metering service.”  Niemi Direct Testimony at 6:7-14.  


�  The calculation of this charge is explained in the Niemi Testimony at 8:2 to 9:23 and Exhibit TLN-5.  


�  Although the Department of State did not intervene in this proceeding, the Niemi Testimony addressed this issue at 10:8-15 and Exhibit No. TLN-5.  
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