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I. statement

1. On November 4, 2011, Eastern Colorado Utility Company (Eastern or Applicant) filed an Application for Leave to Amend 2011 Demand Side Management Plan (Application) and for related cost recovery.  Eastern seeks Commission approval of an amendment to its 2011-2013 DSM Plan.  The Commission previously approved the Application by Decision No. C10-0724, issued on July 14, 2010.  In addition to the Application, Eastern filed the direct testimony and exhibits of Michelle Moorman.

2. On November 17, 2011, the Commission issued Decision No. C11-1235 which shortened the notice period of the Application to November 28, 2011.  The Commission noted in that Decision that Eastern indicated that the Demand Side Management (DSM) program at issue here has been suspended through the end of 2011 and will be reinstated in 2012 pending the outcome of Docket No. 11F-797G and as a result, no prejudice would inure to any party.

3. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting of November 17, 2011, the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition and left it to the ALJ to set a hearing date.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

4. On November 22, 2011, Commission Staff (Staff) filed its Notice of Intervention, Entry of Appearance, Notice Pursuant to Rule 1007(a) and Rule 1403(b) and Request for Hearing.  Staff provides notice that it will intervene in this docket and requests a hearing pursuant to Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 
723-1-1402(b).

5. Included among the issues Staff will raise is: whether the process Eastern used in calendar year 2010 to monitor and track its rebate requests and expenses related to its DSM programs and budgets were adequate; whether Eastern had acceptable standard accounting procedures and mechanisms in place; whether the rate or bill impacts Eastern’s proposed budget increase will have on its customers are just and reasonable; the energy savings Eastern claims as a result of the insulation installed; whether Eastern performed adequate measures and verification to justify the claimed savings; and, what changes Eastern has made, or proposes to make to ensure that situations similar to those described in its Application do not occur again.

6. The intervention period in this matter is closed.  Therefore, the sole intervenor in this docket is Staff.  

7. The ALJ finds it necessary to set a pre-hearing conference in this matter to discuss substantive, procedural, and administrative matters; as well as any other issues that may arise.  At the pre-hearing conference, the parties should be prepared to discuss and set procedural dates, including dates for filing answer testimony, a discovery schedule, dates for the filing of a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement, dates for an evidentiary hearing, as well as a deadline for the filing of Statements of Position.  

8. While a date for a pre-hearing conference will be set, as there are only two parties to this matter, the ALJ notes that such a conference should be held only if matters other than establishing a procedural schedule are required to be discussed.  As such the ALJ strongly encourages Applicant and Staff to confer and submit a procedural schedule that takes into consideration the parties’, as well as the ALJ’s schedule.  Such a proposed procedural schedule should be filed no later than December 30, 2011.

9. A pre-hearing conference in this matter will be scheduled for Thursday, January 5, 2012.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:
1. A pre-hearing conference is scheduled in this matter as follows:

DATE:

January 5, 2012

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Hearing Room


Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado

2. The Intervention of Right of Commission Trial Staff is noted.

3. The parties to this matter shall file a proposed procedural schedule no later than the close of business on December 30, 2011.

4. At the pre-hearing conference, the parties shall be prepared to discuss the matters set out above.

5. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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