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I. statement

1. On September 20, 2011, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1593-Electric.  Public Service requested that the tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 1593-Electric become effective on October 21, 2011.  Public Service did not file direct testimony or exhibits with the Advice Letter filing.

2. On October 20, 2011, the Commission issued Decision No. C11-1119 regarding Advice Letter No. 1593-Electric.  In addition to providing notice to all interested parties, that Decision found it necessary to set the proposed tariff sheets for hearing and to suspend their effective date for 120 days in order to determine whether the rates contained in the tariff sheets accompanying Advice Letter No. 1593-Electric are just and reasonable.  Based on the proposed effective date of October 21, 2011, the Commission suspended the effective date of the proposed tariffs for 120 days or through February 18, 2012.  The Commission noted that it may, in its discretion, further suspend, by separate order, the effective date of the tariff sheets for an additional 90 days, or through May 18, 2012.  

3. The following entities timely filed petitions to intervene by permission in this matter: the Cities of Arvada, Aurora, Centennial, Golden, Greenwood Village, Littleton, Louisville, Thornton, as well as the Towns of Breckenridge, Frisco, and Superior, as well as the Cities of Boulder and Westminster.

4. By Interim Order No. R11-1266-I, issued November 23, 2011, a pre-hearing conference in this matter was scheduled for December 7, 2011.  However, on December 6, 2011, counsel for Public Service contacted the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) by e-mail and indicated the parties had reached an informal agreement regarding a proposed procedural schedule.  After several e-mail exchanges between the ALJ and Public Service’s attorney, a motion to establish a procedural schedule as agreed to by the parties was filed with a proposed schedule as follows:

Direct testimony due date
December 20, 2011

Answer testimony due date
January 27, 2012

Deadline to file stipulation and settlement agreement
February 13, 2012
Rebuttal/Cross Answer testimony due date
February 17, 2012

Evidentiary Hearing
February 23-24, 2012

Closing Statements of Position due date
March 9, 2012

5. Discovery will be conducted pursuant to Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1405 except as follows.  The parties agree to a ten-calendar day turnaround time for discovery related to direct testimony, with the cutoff for discovery on the day answer testimony is due, or January 27, 2012.  The turnaround time for discovery related to answer testimony will also be ten days with the cutoff for discovery related to answer testimony 
on the day cross-answer/rebuttal testimony is due on February 17, 2012.  For discovery related to cross-answer and rebuttal testimony, discovery requests are to be made by noon on February 20, 2012, with responses to discovery to be made by close of business on February 22, 2012.  The deadline to file pre-hearing motions will be February 13, 2012.

6. Because it is apparent that a final Decision cannot be issued prior to February 18, 2011, the tariffs attached to Advice Letter No 1593-Electric will be further suspend for an additional 90 days, or through May 18, 2012, pursuant to §40-6-111(b), C.R.S.  

7. The procedural schedule detailed above will be adopted.  Response time to the motion is waived.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The Motion to Establish Procedural Schedule filed by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted.

2. The procedural schedule set out above in Paragraph Nos. 4 and 5 is adopted.

3. Response time to the motion is waived.

4. The tariffs attached to Advice Letter No. 1593-Electric are suspended for an additional 90 days or through May 18, 2012.

5. An  evidentiary hearing in this docket is scheduled as follows:

DATES:
February 23 and 24, 2012

TIME:
9:00 a.m. each day

PLACE:
Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

6. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge
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