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I. statement

1. On September 1, 2011, Applicant Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos) filed a Petition, together with supporting testimony of Mr. Kevin Kerrigan, seeking leave to modify its 2011 Demand Side Management (DSM) Plan.
  Atmos’ 2011 DSM Plan was approved by Decision No. C10-0723, issued on July 14, 2010.
2. The Commission gave notice of the Petition on September 8, 2011.
3. On October 19, 2011, the Trial Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission filed a Notice of Intervention as of Right and Entry of Appearance through counsel.
4. On October 26, 2011, disposition of this matter was referred to the undersigned Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) by minute order of the Commission.

5. As this matter is contested, it will be set for hearing.  Additionally, a procedural schedule will be established for filing of written testimony, exchange of proposed exhibits, and service of any prehearing motions.
6. The ALJ directs counsel for the parties to confer and propose a mutually acceptable procedural schedule and date for the evidentiary hearing.  Based on the date of the notice of the Petition, the date(s) for hearing should take place during the week of January 17-20, 2012.  In addition, the procedural schedule should specify dates for exchange of additional 
pre-filed testimony, if any, a date for mutual and simultaneous exchange of exhibits to the extent that this does not occur with the filing of written testimony, a deadline for the filing of dispositive prehearing motions, and a deadline for the filing of post-hearing statements of position, if any.  The proposal shall be communicated to the Commission no later than noon on November 22, 2011.  If the proposal is satisfactory to the Commission, it will be confirmed in a subsequent Interim Order.

7. The parties shall also agree upon a date for a prehearing procedural conference to be conducted during the week of November 28 through December 2, 2011.  This date should also be communicated to the ALJ on or before noon on November 22, 2011.  In the event any prehearing issues are not resolved by counsel in the course of their discussions, those matters will be taken up at the procedural conference.  Alternatively, if the parties’ proposed schedule is accepted and leaves no issues unresolved, then the prehearing conference will be vacated.

8. If the procedural conference does occur, parties and their counsel may appear by telephone.  The process for making a telephone appearance, if necessary, will be detailed in a subsequent Interim Order.
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The parties shall confer and advise the Commission of a proposed procedural schedule no later than noon on November 22, 2011, as detailed in Paragraphs No. 7 and No. 8, above.  The parties shall also agree upon a date for a prehearing procedural conference to be conducted during the week of November 28 through December 2, 2011.
2. The Administrative Law Judge will review the proposed schedule and issue an Interim Order that either accepts the proposal or confirms the prehearing procedural conference.  If the proposed schedule is accepted, then the procedural conference will be vacated.

3. This Order shall be effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



KEITH J. KIRCHUBEL
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge




�  The Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-1, and Rules Regulating Gas and Pipeline Operators, 4 CCR 723-4, do not prescribe the use of a pleading denominated a ‘petition’ for this purpose.  The Petition will therefore be deemed an application, pursuant to 4 CCR �723-4-4002(a)(XIV), for approval of a proposed DSM plan amendment as permitted by 4 CCR 723-4-4753(k).





3

_1219490348.doc
[image: image1.png]Lo




[image: image2.png]





 












