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I. statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed an application for approval of its 2012 Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Plan (Plan) with accompanying three volumes of the Plan, as well as the Company’s direct testimony and exhibits in support of the Plan (Application) on May 13, 2011.  
2. On May 16, 2011, the Commission issued Notice of the Application (Notice) to all interested persons, firms, or corporations.  The Notice advised that any person desiring to intervene in or participate as a party in this proceeding was required to file a petition for leave to intervene in this docket within 30 days after the date of the Notice, or no later than June 15, 2011.

3. At the Commissioners’ Weekly Meeting on June 22, 2011, the Application was deemed complete and referred to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.

4. The following entities timely filed notices of intervention as of right in this matter:

· Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Staff);

· The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC); and,

· The Colorado Governor’s Energy Office (GEO).

5. The following entities timely filed petitions to intervene by permission in this matter:

· Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC, jointly;

· Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P., jointly;

· Interstate Renewable Energy Council;

· City of Boulder;

· Colorado Renewable Energy Society;

· The Solar Alliance;

· Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association;

· Western Resource Advocates;

· Colorado Independent Energy Association;

· Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC;

· Mr. Sol Shapiro; and
· Ms. Leslie Glustrom

6. Public Service did not object to any of the timely interventions.  The interventions as of right filed by Staff, OCC, and GEO are noted.  Good cause is found to grant all the timely petitions to intervene by permission.

A. Motion to Intervene Out of Time

7. On June 30, 2011, the Vote Solar Initiative (VSI) filed a Motion to Intervene Out of Time.  VSI states that it is an Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3) organization that “aims to address energy and environmental issues by bringing solar energy to the mainstream.”  VSI indicates that it works to advance the concept of “community solar,” which has involved participating in several state public utility commission proceedings, including Docket No. 10R‑674E which implemented House Bill 10-1342 regarding Community Solar Gardens.

8. VSI represents that it has an interest in this docket because the outcome will impact the effectiveness and viability of Public Service’s Solar*Rewards-Community program, and because it will influence the efforts to develop community solar programs in other parts of the country.  

9. VSI further represents that it is late in seeking intervenor status in this docket because it was unsure whether it would have the financial resources to participate.  However, it now appears that it has the funds necessary to participate in this matter.  VSI is of the opinion that this docket is crucial for the development of successful community solar programs in Colorado and throughout the country.

10. VSI states that its participation will not broaden the scope of this proceeding, delay the proceeding, or prejudice the rights of any other party and it is willing to accept the record in this docket as it exists to date.

11. Good cause is found to grant VSI’s Motion to Intervene Out of Time.  Response time to the motion is waived.

B. Motions to Appear Pro Hac Vice
12. Attorneys for Interstate Renewable Energy Council (IREC) filed motions to appear pro hac vice.  These attorneys are Mr. Joseph F. Wiedman and Ms. Erica M. Schroeder.  Colorado Rule of Civil Procedure (C.R.C.P.) 221(1) lists the requirements that out of state attorneys must meet to appear on a particular matter in Colorado.  Further, C.R.C.P. 221.1 specifically addresses appearances by out of state attorneys before Colorado administrative agencies.  It provides that all requirements contained within C.R.C.P. 221(1) must be followed, except those requiring designation of a Colorado associate attorney.

13. It is found that the above-referenced attorneys for IREC have met all compliance requirements set out in C.R.C.P. 221(1).  No objections to the motions were filed by Public Service.  Therefore, the Motions to Appear Pro Hac Vice of Mr. Joseph F. Wiedman and Ms. Erica M. Schroeder are granted.

C. Pre-Hearing Conference

14. The ALJ finds it appropriate to set a pre-hearing conference in this matter for July 22, 2011 to discuss procedural and administrative matters, as well as any other issues that may arise.  At the pre-hearing conference, the parties should be prepared to discuss and set procedural dates, including dates for filing answer testimony, rebuttal testimony and cross‑answer testimony; a discovery schedule; dates for the filing of a stipulation and settlement agreement; dates for an evidentiary hearing; and the deadline for filing Closing Statements of Position.  The parties should be prepared to discuss any other relevant matters ancillary to this docket.

II. ORDER

A. It is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference in this docket will be scheduled as follows:

DATE:
July 22 2011

TIME:
10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Colorado Public Utilities Commission

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado 80202

2. The interventions as of right filed by Staff of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission; the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel; and, the Colorado Governor’s Energy Office are noted.

3. The petitions to intervene filed by: Blanca Ranch Holdings, LLC and Trinchera Ranch Holdings, LLC, jointly; Climax Molybdenum Company and CF&I Steel, L.P., jointly; Interstate Renewable Energy Council; City of Boulder; Colorado Renewable Energy Society; The Solar Alliance; Colorado Solar Energy Industries Association; Western Resource Advocates; Colorado Independent Energy Association; Ratepayers United of Colorado, LLC; Mr. Sol Shapiro; and Ms. Leslie Glustrom are granted.

4. The motion to intervene out of time filed by the Vote Solar Initiative is granted.

5. Response time to Vote Solar Initiative’s motion is waived.

6. The motions to appear pro hac vice filed by Mr. Joseph F. Wiedman and Ms. Erica M. Schroeder are granted.

7. This Order is effective immediately.
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________________________________
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