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I. STATEMENT  
1. On March 30, 2011, Qwest Corporation (Qwest) and Eastern Slope Rural Telephone Association, Inc. (Eastern Slope) (collectively, Applicants), filed the Application that commenced this proceeding.  

2. On April 11, 2011, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed (Notice).  That Notice established an intervention period, which has expired, and contained a procedural schedule.  Decision No. R11-0598-I vacated that procedural schedule.  
3. On April 29, 2011, Qwest filed its Affidavit of Customer Notice.  
4. The Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) and Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) timely intervened of right in this proceeding.  

5. OCC and Staff, collectively, are the Intervenors.  Applicants and Intervenors, collectively, are the Parties.  

6. On May 25, 2011, by Minute Order the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
7. On June 24, 2011, Qwest filed its Affidavit of Customer Supplemental Notice.  

8. By Decision No. R11-0644-I, the ALJ adopted a procedural schedule for this proceeding; scheduled a prehearing conference for September 7, 2011; and scheduled the evidentiary hearing for September 8, 2011.  

9. On June 30, 2011, the Applicants filed an Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule (Motion).  In that filing, Applicants waive the provisions of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  Applicants state that the Parties are engaged in settlement discussions; request that the ALJ modify the procedural schedule in order to accommodate continued discussions; and represent that neither OCC nor Staff opposes the Motion.  Applicants include in the filing a proposed modified procedural schedule but leave to the ALJ the selection of the prehearing conference date and the evidentiary hearing date.  

10. Because the Motion is unopposed and no party will be prejudiced, the ALJ will waive response time to the Motion.  

11. The Motion is unopposed.  Applicants have waived § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S.  The proposed modifications to the procedural schedule are reasonable as they are of relatively short duration.  The Commission encourages settlements, and the Motion seeks additional time for settlement discussions.  The ALJ finds that the Motion states good cause and that no party will be prejudiced if the Motion is granted.  The ALJ will grant the Motion and will vacate and reschedule the final prehearing conference, will vacate and reschedule the evidentiary hearing, and will adopt a modified procedural schedule.  

12. The ALJ will adopt the following procedural schedule:  (a) on or before July 29, 2011, Applicants will file their direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before August 29, 2011, each intervenor will file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before September 22, 2011, Applicants will file their rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before September 22, 2011, each intervenor will file cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before September 30, 2011, each party will file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (f) on or before September 30, 2011, the Parties will file any stipulation or settlement reached; (g) on or before October 5, 2011, each party will file its prehearing motions;
 (h) the final prehearing conference will be held on October 12, 2011;
 (i) the evidentiary hearing will be held on October 13, 2011; and (j) on or before November 14, 2011, each party will file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

13. The prehearing motions to be filed on or before October 5, 2011 include motions in limine and motions to strike testimony.  

14. The remainder of the matters discussed in Decision No. R11-0644-I and the advisements contained in that Order are unaffected by this Order and remain in effect.  

II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The provisions of § 40-6-109.5, C.R.S., do not apply to this proceeding.  

2. The Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule, which motion was filed on June 30, 2011, is granted.  

3. The prehearing conference scheduled for September 7, 2011 is vacated.  

4. A prehearing conference in this matter is scheduled as follows:  

DATE:
October 12, 2011  

TIME:
10:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

5. Failure to attend or to participate in the prehearing conference shall be deemed to be a waiver of objection to the rulings made during the prehearing conference.  

6. The evidentiary hearing scheduled for September 8, 2011 is vacated.  

7. The evidentiary hearing in this matter shall be held on the date, at the time, and in the location as follows:  

DATE:
October 13, 2011  

TIME:
9:00 a.m.  

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room  

1560 Broadway, Suite 250  

Denver, Colorado  

8. The following procedural schedule is adopted:  on or before July 29, 2011, Applicants shall file their direct testimony and exhibits; (b) on or before August 29, 2011, each intervenor shall file its answer testimony and exhibits; (c) on or before September 22, 2011, Applicants shall file their rebuttal testimony and exhibits; (d) on or before September 22, 2011, each intervenor shall file cross-answer testimony and exhibits; (e) on or before September 30, 2011, each party shall file its corrected testimony and exhibits; (f) on or before September 30, 2011, the Parties shall file any stipulation or settlement reached; (g) on or before October 5, 2011, each party shall file its prehearing motions; and (h) on or before November 14, 2011, each party shall file its post-hearing statement of position, to which no response will be permitted.  

9. Except as modified by this Order, matters discussed in Decision No. R11-0644-I are unaffected by this Order and remain in effect.  
10. Response time to the Unopposed Motion to Modify Procedural Schedule is waived.  

11. The Parties shall be held to the advisements in the Orders entered in this docket.  
12. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO



MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________

Administrative Law Judge










�  This is a change from the date proposed in the Motion.  If prehearing motions are filed, the ALJ will hear oral responses and argument at the prehearing conference.  


�  If the Parties come to believe that no final prehearing conference is required, they may file, on or before October 7, 2011, a motion to vacate.  
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