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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO  
11A-226EDOCKET NO. 11A-226E  
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF black hills/colorado electric utility company, LP, for (1) a CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY to construct a power plant consisting of a lms100 natural gas-fired turbine and associated balance of plant and other facilities pursuant to commission decision No. C10-1330 and (2) commission authorization to retire pueblo 5 and 6 steam turbine units on the in-service date of the lms100 natural gas-fired turbine and associated plant and facilities.  
INTERIM ORDER OF 
ADMINISTRATIVE LAW JUDGE 
MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER 
REGARDING PROCEDURAL SCHEDULE  
Mailed Date:  June 9, 2011  
I. STATEMENT  
1. On March 14, 2011, Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills), filed an Application seeking (a) a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity (CPCN) to construct and to own a power plant at the Pueblo Airport Generation Station as more fully described in the Application and (b) Commission authorization to retire the Pueblo 5 and 6 steam turbine units on the in-service date of the LMS100 facility.
  That filing commenced this docket.  

2. On April 27, 2011, by Minute Order the Commission referred this matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).  
3. Numerous entities intervened, and the Application is contested.  The procedural history of this docket is found in previous Orders.  

4. By Decision No. R11-0532-I, the ALJ adopted a procedural schedule for this docket.  

5. On May 25, 2011, the Director of the Commission (Director) caused to be placed in the file in this docket, among others, a letter from the Director to the Commissioners.  In that letter the Director requested  
that, as soon as practically possible, [one] solicit input from the applicants and parties in [Docket No. 11A-226E], in whatever manner [one deems] appropriate, to determine [whether] the procedural schedule can be modified to limit the amount of legal expense [for the Commission and its Staff] in this fiscal year ending June 30, 2011.  

6. By Decision No. R11-0599-I, the ALJ solicited the parties’ comment on the Director’s request.  
7. Black Hills filed a response to the Director’s request on May 31, 211 and on June 7, 2011.  Trial Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a response to the Director’s request on June 7, 2011.  No other party filed a response.  

8. Neither Black Hills nor Staff asks that the existing procedural schedule be modified.  In fact, “Staff’s current assessment is that on balance maintaining the current procedural schedule in this case is [the] most appropriate” course of action.  Staff Comments Pursuant to Decision No. R11-0599-I at 2.  

9. The ALJ finds that, at this time, modification of the procedural schedule is unnecessary.  The ALJ notes that there is a briefing schedule to address the scope of this proceeding and that there is a June 20, 2011 prehearing conference scheduled.  Depending on the resolution of the scope of proceeding issue, the current procedural schedule may be modified at the scheduled prehearing conference.  
II. ORDER  
A. It Is Ordered That:  
1. The procedural schedule, the prehearing conference date, and the evidentiary hearing dates adopted in Decision No. R11-0532-I remain in effect unless and until modified by subsequent Order.  

2. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MANA L. JENNINGS-FADER
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge










�  On March 16, 2011, Applicant filed the correct Exhibit 3 to the March 14, 2011 filing.  Unless the context indicates otherwise, reference in this Order to the Application is to the March 14, 2011 filing as corrected by the March 16, 2011 filing.  
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