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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR APPROVAL UNDER RULE 3660(h) TO DEVELOP AND OWN FIFTY PERCENT OF A WIND PROJECT CONSTITUTING A NEW RENEWABLE DISTRIBUTED GENERATION RESOURCE; FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT THE SAME; AND FOR APPROVAL UNDER RULE 3656(e) OF A RENEWABLE ENERGY SUPPLY CONTRACT WITH THE OWNER OF THE OTHER FIFTY PERCENT OF THE WIND PROJECT.
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I. STATEMENT

1. By Decision No. R11-0579-I, issued May 26, 2011, positions of parties were solicited regarding modification of the procedural schedule in this matter to limit the amount of legal expense incurred by the Commission in this fiscal year ending June 30, 2011.  
2. Several parties filed responses, as requested.  Other than concerns as to when the case might be rescheduled, only Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills or Company) states opposition to the requested relief.  

3. From the filing of the within Application, Black Hills has emphasized need for a timely decision to protect benefits from a 30 percent federal cash grant applicable to the wind turbines in the proposed facility.  In accordance therewith, a request for an Initial Commission Decision that was granted by Decision No. C11-0382, issued April 8, 2011.  The Company also identifies other proceedings where more flexibility might be available.

4. The federal cash grant is an important part of the net savings calculation advocated by Black Hills and elimination of such funding is stated to be tantamount to a denial of the Application.

5. Black Hills’ interest remains in a determination of the proceeding within a time period that protects the ability to achieve the desired result, including eligibility of the wind turbines for a 30 percent federal cash grant.

6. Black Hills does not oppose granting some relief, so long as a timely initial decision can be made.

7. By Decision No. R11-0409-I, dated April 19, 2011, a procedural schedule was established to govern this proceeding.  

8. A hearing in this proceeding is currently scheduled to be held on June 23 and 24, 2011.  

9. By Decision No. R11-0579-I, testimony and exhibit filing deadlines were vacated.

10. Some commenters propose a short delay in the scheduled hearing date into the next fiscal year.  Based upon written comments and informal email communications, it is clear that no other hearing dates are feasible for all parties that will permit a decision within the time period sought by Black Hills.

11. Deadlines vacated by Decision No. R11-0579-I, must be reestablished within the remaining time available, as ordered below.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The following procedural schedule will be adopted for this proceeding:

Event
Date

Answer Testimony & Exhibits
June 8, 2011 

Rebuttal and Cross/Answer Testimony & Exhibits
June 16, 2011

2. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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