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I. StatemeNt
1. By Decision No. R11-0463-I, issued April 29, 2011, the initial phases of a mitigation plan were approved following a technical conference conducted in this matter.  During the course of the conference, consensus was reached among the parties regarding testing to establish a baseline, to measure current conditions, and to identify a solution most probable to provide effective mitigation.  Consensus was further reached on several other tests to be performed, including testing to evaluate any mitigation undertaken.

2. The second phase of the mitigation plan testing consisting of conducting Ohm Check, Megger, and digital multi-meter tests on specific cable sections was ordered by Decision No. R11-0463-I and was to be conducted as the second phase of mitigation ordered by the Commission in Decision No. C11-0317 issued March 24, 2011.  In that decision, the Commission found that Public Service had not conclusively proven that the neutral to the Altmans’ property provides a low resistance neutral path (paragraph 18 of C11-0317).  The three tests referenced above are recognized by the industry as appropriate methods for evaluating the resistance power cables and in the case of the Ohm Check test, it is specifically designed for determining the resistance of bare concentric neutrals.  The results of these tests will provide the basis for a determination on the integrity of the neutral conductors serving the Altman property.
3. The third phase of the mitigation plan testing consisting of measuring the neutral and phase currents on specific cable sections was ordered by Decision No. R11-0463-I and was to be conducted as the third phase of mitigation ordered by the Commission in Decision No. C11-0317.  Public Service presented this test in response to item d) in Decision No. R11‑0321-I, issued March 28, 2011, which stated that parties should be prepared “to discuss means to measure and compare current flowing on the phase conductors and neutral conductors.”  The Commission recognizes that neutral current flowing through the ground is an inherent part of Public Service’s distribution system.  The tests to be performed as part of Phase III will provide the basis for which the Commission will evaluate the effectiveness of the neutrals in the area of the Altman property.

4. The second and third phase testing procedures were to be memorialized and the testing was to be conducted at a mutually agreeable time outside of the ten-day period of testing identified as the first phase of the mitigation plan.   The second and third phases are independent of the first phase and can be completed before commencement of the first phase of testing.  The prior order only established that they should not occur during the first phase of testing.

5. All testing was to be conducted after conferral with Mr. Don Johnson. Specific testing procedures were not comprehensively ordered.  Rather, proposed testing procedures discussed during the technical conference were subject to further modification based upon cooperation and coordination among the parties. 

6. On May 24, 2011, the Status Report of Public Service Company of Colorado to the ALJ's Interim Order, Decision No. R11-0463[sic] was filed.  Public Service reports that the Company has engaged the Complainant's consultant, Mr. Donald R. Johnson, in ongoing discussions regarding Phases II and III.  On May 20, 2011, Public Service Area Engineer Dean Estep submitted testing procedures to Mr. Johnson addressing Phase II testing.  On May 20, 2011, Public Service System Planning Engineer Mr. Kerry McBee submitted testing procedures to Mr. Johnson addressing Phase III testing.  A copy of these procedures is attached to the status report as an attachment.

7. On May 27, 2011, the Complainants' Response to the Status Report of PSCO.[sic] Dated May 23, 2011 was filed by Complainants Tom and Hanna Altman.  The response confirms that “the Altmans have agreed to the protocols for all of the so-called Phase II and Phase III testing.”  Response at 1.

8. The second and third phases of testing ordered as part of the mitigation plan stand unopposed.

9. The two testing procedures for second and third phases of testing, attached hereto as Appendix A, will be approved.  The first phase may be addressed further by separate order.

10. A representative of the Altmans (presumably Mr. Johnson) shall be permitted to observe and document all aspects of the second and third phases of testing.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. Testing procedures for second and third phases of the mitigation ordered by the Commission, attached hereto as Appendix A are incorporated herein by reference and approved.  

2. The second and third phase testing shall proceed as soon as practicable in accordance with approved testing procedures.

3. Within seven days following completion of second and third phases of the approved mitigation plan, the parties shall file test result data.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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