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IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP FOR APPROVAL UNDER RULE 3660(h) TO DEVELOP AND OWN FIFTY PERCENT OF A WIND PROJECT CONSTITUTING A NEW RENEWABLE DISTRIBUTED GENERATION RESOURCE; FOR A CERTIFICATE OF PUBLIC CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY TO CONSTRUCT THE SAME; AND FOR APPROVAL UNDER RULE 3656(e) OF A RENEWABLE ENERGY SUPPLY CONTRACT WITH THE OWNER OF THE OTHER FIFTY PERCENT OF THE WIND PROJECT.
interim order of
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granting extraordinary protections
Mailed Date:  May 26, 2011
I. STATEMENT

1. On December 10, 2010, 
Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP (Black Hills) filed the above-captioned application. 

2. On May 11, 2011, the Unopposed Motion of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP for Protective Order Affording Extraordinary Protection to Highly Confidential Bid-Related Information was filed.  

3. Black Hills requests extraordinary protection for the following highly confidential information and documents (Highly Confidential Information) to be provided by Black Hills in response to Commission Staff’s First Set of Data Requests:

Highly Confidential Attachment PUC 1-5 B - Black Hills bid summary of the wind turbine bids, the civil/mechanical bids, and the electrical collection system bids;

Highly Confidential Attachment PUC 1-5 C - Black & Veatch bid summary report and recommendation;

Highly Confidential Attachment PUC 1-23 A - Vestas proposal; and 

any other bid-related discovery requests that may arise during the course of this Docket including, but not limited to, requests for proposals from bidders.

4. Black Hills proposes that the Order provide that the form of highly confidential non-disclosure agreement approved by Decision No. R11-0409-I, issued April 19, 2011, also apply to the highly confidential information that is the subject of this Order so that any persons who have already signed the highly confidential non-disclosure agreement approved by Decision No. R11-0409-I shall not be required to execute a second highly confidential non-disclosure agreement to receive the Highly Confidential Information.

5. Black Hills states the requested relief is unopposed.

6. The nature of the information sought to be protected is consisted with prior Commission practices.

7. Based upon good cause shown, the unopposed request for extraordinary protection will be granted.  The protections afforded under the grant of the motion are those delineated in Decision No. R11-0409-I.  
II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:  

1. The Unopposed Motion of Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP for Protective Order Affording Extraordinary Protection to Highly Confidential Bid-Related Information filed May 11, 2011 is granted.

2. Access to Highly Confidential Information described and defined above is limited in accordance with Decision No. R11-0409-I.
3. Parties permitted to access highly confidential information shall execute and file the Nondisclosure Agreement Relating to Highly Confidential Information attached as Appendix A to Decision No. R11-0409-I prior to access to the Highly Confidential Information.  Persons who have already signed the highly confidential non-disclosure agreement approved by Decision No. R11-0409-I shall not be required to execute a second highly confidential non‑disclosure agreement to receive the Highly Confidential Information.
4. Members of the Commission Trial and Advisory Staff assigned to this docket, must have signed and have on file with the Commission a current annual non-disclosure agreement in accordance with Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1100(g) prior to gaining access to the Highly Confidential Information.

5. This Order is effective immediately.  
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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