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I. StatemeNt
1. By Decision No. C11-0317, mailed March 24, 2011, the Commission referred all outstanding motions and matters related to additional testing in this matter to an Administrative Law Judge.  
2. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) is obliged to serve the public convenience and necessity and must:  

furnish, provide, and maintain…[public utility] service, instrumentalities, equipment, and facilities as shall promote the safety, health, comfort, and convenience of its patrons, employees, and the public, and as shall in all respects be adequate, efficient, just, and reasonable.

§ 40-3-101, C.R.S.

3. Without limitation as to Public Service’s obligations and responsibilities, the Commission will undertake pending matters in furtherance of Decision No. C10-1053 mailed September 28, 2010.

4. In order to inform the Commission regarding testing previously conducted, testing advocated, and testing proposed in Public Service’s ordered mitigation plan, a Technical Conference will be conducted on the record.
5. Parties are ordered to attend prepared with technical documentation for testing advocated or proposed, including identifying necessary equipment, testing methodology, standards upon which testing will be evaluated.  A client representative of Public Service responsible for residential safety and/or system grounding safety shall attend the technical conference.
6. Parties shall be prepared:

a) to explain the purpose of any test and demonstrate that the test results will be determinate of that purpose;

b) to discuss options for measuring the resistance of the neutral conductors (including, without limitation, Megger testing, Ohm check (as mentioned in the T&D Article filed may 14, 2010), resistance testing (as described in the IEEE guide);

c) to discuss appropriate resistance values of the concentric neutrals on, adjacent, or providing service to the Altmans’ property.  The parties’ positions should be based on National Electrical Code (NEC), National Electrical Safety Code (NESC), manufacturer and/or utility standards regarding neutral resistance;

d) to discuss means to measure and compare current flowing on the phase conductors and neutral conductors;

e) to address possible mitigation measures, including cost, such as installing new cable or reinforcing the neutral path with ground conductor;

f) to address testing before and after any mitigation to evaluate its effectiveness;

g) to explain Time Domain Reflectometer (TDR) test results for tests previously performed; and

h) to estimate the cost for all parties to fulfill compliance plan.

7. The Commission Advisors may ask additional questions based on the responses provided at the technical conference.

8. The technical conference is solely to inform the Commission’s expertise in these matters and to explain mitigation testing alternatives being advocated.  The technical conference shall not be conducted to address the merits of the case, or which model should be adopted by the Commission.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A Technical Conference will be held on:

DATE:

April 5, 2011
TIME:

9:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room
 

1560 Broadway, Suite 250
 

Denver, Colorado

2. Parties shall attend consistent with the discussion above. 

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


G. HARRIS ADAMS
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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