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I. Statement

1. This matter now comes before the Hearing Commissioner for consideration of the Motion to Compel Discovery and Request for Shortened Response Time (Motion) filed by Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) on March 3, 2010.  

2. In its Motion, Staff generally contends that Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) has not responded to several discovery requests and/or deficient and/or late discovery responses.  By Decision No. R11-0243-I, mailed on March 8, 2011, the Hearing Commissioner found good cause to shorten response time to the Motion to 5:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 9, 2011.

3. Public Service filed a response to the Motion on March 9, 2011.  In its response, the Company generally alleges that it has fully responded to all previously outstanding discovery requests that are the subject of the Motion and that the Motion is now moot.  In addition, Public Service denies certain allegations raised by Staff.  Public Service argues that, to date, discovery propounded by Staff in this docket presented a significant challenge to the Company, rendering it impossible to respond fully to some of the discovery requests within applicable deadlines.  

4. In light of this response, the Hearing Commissioner wishes to know whether Staff agrees that Public Service has fully responded to all previously outstanding discovery requests and that the Motion is now moot.  The Hearing Commissioner will therefore order Staff to file a reply on this issue on or before Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at 12:00 p. m.  

5. In its reply, Staff should indicate whether it agrees that the Motion is now moot because Public Service has fully responded to all previously outstanding discovery requests and, as a result, Staff wishes to withdraw the Motion.  Alternatively, if Staff believes that the Motion to Compel requires further Commission consideration, Staff should identify the issues that are not moot and indicate preferred times for a telephone hearing to be held on either March 17 or 18, 2011.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1.
Staff of the Public Utilities Commission is ordered to file a reply to its Motion to Compel Discovery and Request for Shortened Response Time on or before Tuesday, March 15, 2011 at 12:00 p. m.  

2.
This Order is effective immediately.
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