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I. statement

1. On January 7, 2011, Lion Transportation, LLC (Lion) filed an application for an extension of its existing authority under Permit No. B-9936 which authorizes Lion to provide non-emergent medical transportation for Medicaid patients.  Lion seeks a Commission decision to increase the number of vehicles that may be operated under its Permit from two to six.  

2. On January 18, 2011, the Commission issued notice of the Application as follows:

Transportation of 

passengers 

between all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.

RESTRICTIONS:  This permit is restricted:

(1)
to the transportation of passenger who are recipients of Medicaid;

(2)
to providing nonemergent medical transportation for the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, 1570 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado;

(3)
against providing transportation service to or from hotels or motels; and

(4)
to the use of a maximum of six (6) vehicles.

The proposed changes to the operating permit are highlighted in italics.
3. On February 17, 2011, MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta and/or South Suburban Taxi (Metro Taxi) filed its Intervention and Entry of Appearance by Right, or Alternate Motion to Permissively Intervene and Preliminary List of Witnesses and Exhibits.  Metro Taxi is the sole intervenor in this matter.

4. On February 23, 2011, the Commission, at its regular weekly meeting, deemed the application complete and referred the matter to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) for disposition.  The matter was subsequently assigned to the undersigned ALJ.

5. On March 2, 2011, Metro Taxi filed a Motion to Withdraw its Intervention (Motion).  Metro Taxi provides that based upon discussions between it and Lion and the information contained in the Application, Metro Taxi’s interests have been satisfied and it is therefore withdrawing its opposition to the Application and its intervention in the matter.

6. In accordance with § 40-6-109. C.R.S., the ALJ now transmits to the Commission, the record in this proceeding along with a written Recommended Decision.

II. findings and conclusions
7. The ALJ finds good cause to grant Metro Taxi’s Motion.  As a result, the Application is now unopposed.

8. Since the Application as amended is now unopposed, the matter will be considered pursuant to the Commission’s modified procedure, § 40-6-109(5), C.R.S., and the Commission’s Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1-1403.  

9. The Applicant is a Colorado limited liability corporation in good standing.

10. As amended, Applicant’s proposed permit would read as follows:

Transportation of 

passengers between all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.

RESTRICTIONS:  This permit is restricted:

(1)
to the transportation of passenger who are recipients of Medicaid;

(2)
to providing nonemergent medical transportation for the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, 1570 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado;

(3)
against providing transportation service to or from hotels or motels; and

(4)
to the use of a maximum of six (6) vehicles.
11. The Application establishes that Applicant is familiar with the Rules Regulating Transportation by Motor Vehicle, 4 CCR 723-6, and agrees to comply with those Rules to the extent applicable to Applicant.  

12. Additionally, the information provided by Applicant provides that Applicant possesses sufficient equipment to provide the proposed extended service and is financially viable to conduct operations under the extension to its operating authority.  The Application and the supporting information attached to it demonstrate that a need exists for the proposed extension to the permit.  

13. It is found that the proposed extension to the permit by increasing the number of vehicles permitted to be operated is reasonable, in the public interest, and should be granted.

14. Pursuant to § 40-6-109, C.R.S., it is recommended that the Commission enter the following order.

III. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Withdraw Intervention filed by MKBS, LLC, doing business as Metro Taxi and/or Taxis Fiesta and/or South Suburban Taxi is granted.

2. The intervention of MKBS, LLC doing business as Metro Taxi &/or Taxis Fiesta &/or South Suburban Taxi is dismissed.

3. Applicant Lion Transportation, LLC is granted an extension to its Permit No. B-9936 to increase the number of vehicles it is permitted to operate from two vehicles to six vehicles.

4. Applicant’s permit shall read as follows:

Transportation of 

passengers 

between all points in the Counties of Adams, Arapahoe, Broomfield, Denver, Douglas, and Jefferson, State of Colorado.

RESTRICTIONS:  This permit is restricted:

(1)
to the transportation of passenger who are recipients of Medicaid;

(2)
to providing nonemergent medical transportation for the Colorado Department of Health Care Policy and Financing, 1570 Grant Street, Denver, Colorado;

(3)
against providing transportation service to or from hotels or motels; and

(4)
to the use of a maximum of six (6) vehicles.
5. This docket is now closed.

6. This Recommended Decision shall be effective on the day it becomes the Decision of the Commission, if that is the case, and is entered as of the date above.

7. As provided by §40-6-109, C.R.S., copies of this Recommended Decision shall be served upon the parties, who may file exceptions to it.  

a)
If no exceptions are filed within 20 days after service or within any extended period of time authorized, or unless the decision is stayed by the Commission upon its own motion, the Recommended Decision shall become the decision of the Commission and subject to the provisions of §40-6-114, C.R.S.

b)
If a party seeks to amend, modify, annul, or reverse basic findings of fact in its exceptions, that party must request and pay for a transcript to be filed, or the parties may stipulate to portions of the transcript according to the procedure stated in §40-6-113, C.R.S.  If no transcript or stipulation is filed, the Commission is bound by the facts set out by the administrative law judge and the parties cannot challenge these facts.  This will limit what the Commission can review if exceptions are filed.

8. If exceptions to this Decision are filed, they shall not exceed 30 pages in length, unless the Commission for good cause shown permits this limit to be exceeded.

	(S E A L)

[image: image1.png]



ATTEST: A TRUE COPY


[image: image2.wmf] 

 

 


Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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