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I. Statement

1. On January 13, 2011, the Commission issued Decision No. C11-0040, our order suspending the effective date of the tariffs accompanying Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) Advice Letter No. 791-Gas and establishing a 30-day intervention period.  In Decision No. C11-0040, the Commission also set forth a requirement that Public Service make two additional filings that we found would be useful for our analysis of the case.  In this regard, Decision No. C11-0040 provides for Public Service to file a Historical Test Year (HTY) for July 2009 through June 2010 to support its case to use a Future Test Year.  Additionally, the Commission ordered that Public Service file evidence that shows what the impact on base rates would be if the utility proposed to use base rates to recover Pipeline Integrity Costs rather than the rider mechanism contained in their direct case.  The deadline established for these filings was January 31, 2011.
  

2. 
On January 24, 2011, Public Service filed a Motion for Clarification of Decision No. C11-0040 and Request for Waiver of Response Time.

3. Based on the need for the entire Commission to consider the substance of the Motion for Clarification, it was necessary to reset the January 31, 2011 filing deadline.  By Decision No. R11-0096-I, the deadline for the filings required by Decision No. C11-0040 was reset to February 7, 2011.

4. Then, by Decision No. C11-0124, issued February 3, 2011, the Commission addressed the clarifications requested of Public Service, deciding, inter alia, that the Commission desired an HTY that included the menu of regulatory pro-forma adjustments that would be appropriately used in an HTY cost of service study.  

5. On February 4, 2011, Public Service filed a motion for extension of time to the February 7, 2011 deadline and requested a waiver of response time.  In its Motion, Public Service is now proposing to file a HTY based on calendar year 2010 data, along with the appropriate regulatory pro forma adjustments.  However, Public Service states that such a filing will not be ready until February 28, 2011.  Public Service also indicates that it would be willing to extend the effective date of Advice Letter No. 791 to account for this extension of time.

6. Response time shall be waived to the extent necessary.

7. As the Commission has only recently clarified the content of the HTY data that must be filed, the Hearing Commissioner finds it is reasonable to grant Public Service an extension of time to file its HTY data until February 28, 2011.

8. Public Service’s proposal to extend the effective date of Advice Letter 791 will be taken up at an appropriate time, most likely at the February 17, 2011 prehearing conference

9. The Hearing Commissioner also declines to take up Public Service’s proposal to use the 2010 calendar year as the HTY cost of service at this time.  The Hearing Commissioner will take comments from the parties at the February 17, 2011 Pre-Hearing Conference on this issue.  However, we would hope that, at a minimum, Public Service, Staff of the Commission, and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel could discuss this issue and come to the prehearing conference prepared to discuss their common ground as well as any differences that may exist.

10. Nothing in this Order modifies Decision No. R11-0096-I as to the requirement to file Supplemental Direct Testimony demonstrating what the base rates would be if the estimated Pipeline System Integrity costs were recovered through base rates rather than the proposed rider no later than February 7, 2011.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. The motion for extension of time, for modification of the historical test year to a calendar year, and for waiver of response time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on February 4, 2011 is granted in part as set forth above.

2. Public Service shall file the historical test year, as determined by the Hearing Commissioner in a future order, on February 28, 2011.

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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� Decision No. C11-0040 at Ordering Paragraphs 3 and 4.
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