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I. statement

1. On December 17, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Company) filed Advice Letter No. 791-Gas.  The Advice Letter seeks a Phase I Revenue Requirement increase of $27.5 million in base rates.  In percentages, the effect of this filing upon the Company’s customers is an increase of the effective General Rate Schedule Adjustment rate from a negative 0.45 percent to 7.77 percent

2. By Decision No. C11-0040, issued January 13, 2011, the proposed tariff pages were suspended for 120 days through May 17, 2011, or until further order of the Commission.   Commissioner Matt Baker was designated the Hearing Commissioner and will issue a recommended decision.  By Decision No. C11-0124, issued February 3, 2011, the Commission issued an order clarifying certain filing requirements ordered in Decision No. C11-0040.

3. It is necessary to schedule a hearing and to establish a procedural schedule in this matter.  To do so, a prehearing conference, pursuant to Rule 1409(a) of the Rules of Practice and Procedure, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-1, will be held on February 17, 2011.

4. At the prehearing conference, the Hearing Commissioner will address the pending requests for intervention.

5. The Hearing Commissioner is setting forth a proposed procedural schedule in this Order, which anticipates a five-day evidentiary hearing.  Should any person desire to modify the proposed hearing dates, a motion with regard thereto must be filed no later than February 16, 2011.  It would be appreciated if parties and potential parties would confer on any motions to modify the proposed hearing dates prior to the prehearing conference.  The Hearing Commissioner may give further consideration to the length of the scheduled hearing at the prehearing conference.  Parties are directed to access the Commission calendar on its website for scheduling availability, as needed at http://www.dora.state.co.us/puc/calendar/Calendars.htm.

6. It is also requested that parties consider, and be prepared to address at the prehearing conference, the following issues: 

· All dates set forth in the table and text below;

· Availability of transcripts and who shall pay for them;

· If, and how, electronic service of documents between parties will be conducted for this case other than through the Commission’s e-filing system.

· Response times for discovery and audit requests; and 

· Whether past electronic information requirements for testimony, exhibits, and settlements filed with the Commission are suitable for this docket.

7. The following schedule is proposed for this docket for consideration by the parties:

Corrected Direct Testimony and Exhibits 
February 25, 2011

Answer Testimony and Exhibits 
March 18, 2011

Rebuttal and Cross-Answer Testimony and Exhibits 
April 15, 2011

Deadline for Stipulations and Settlement Agreements
April 26, 2011

Final Pre-Hearing Conference
April 28, 2011

Hearings
May 2-6, 2011

Public Hearing
May 2, 2011

Statements of Position (all parties)
May 20, 2010

In addition, all pre-trial motions, corrections to testimony, estimates of cross-examination times, and an agreed‑upon order of witnesses and marking of testimony and exhibits are proposed to be filed by April 26, 2011.  If a Stipulation and Settlement Agreement is filed, testimony supporting those documents is proposed to be filed concurrently by April 26, 2011.  Finally, it is suggested that all deadlines are 5:00 p.m. on the day of the deadline, unless otherwise specified.

8. It is also suggested that each party that proposes a revenue requirement scheme must file, in electronic format, the financial model(s) it uses in support of the testimony.  If a party’s case changes in subsequent testimony based on updated modeling, or if the model needs to be updated for any other reason, the party shall file a new model and any supporting testimony as soon as is practical.  In regards to holding a technical conference for the model(s), the parties should coordinate issues related to the model(s) among themselves informally.  A formal technical conference will not be held unless there is a specific request from a party.

9. A party may raise any additional issue.

10. In considering this procedural schedule and any modifications thereto, the parties must enable the Commission to complete its tasks before the end of the 210-day suspension period, which date is August 15, 2011.  Thus, the last date for the Commission to issue its decision in this matter is August 12, 2011.  A proposed procedural schedule must allow adequate time for statements of position, a recommended decision, exceptions to the recommended decision, response to exceptions, and a Commission decision on exceptions.

II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A prehearing conference on this matter is set as follows:

DATE: 
February 17, 2011

TIME:
9:30 a.m.

PLACE:
Commission Hearing Room A

1560 Broadway, Suite 250

Denver, Colorado

2. At the prehearing conference, the parties shall be prepared to discuss the matters set out above.

3. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


MATT BAKER
________________________________
                           Hearing Commissioner









�  For electronic filing, the Commission requires parties to file on compact disk documents in both the native editable format (e.g., MS-Word or Excel) and if possible in Adobe Acrobat PDF.  In order to minimize the size and allow electronic text searches of the PDF files, all PDF files should be generated from the electronic base format where possible, but can be generated as a scanned image if the base document is not available electronically.
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