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I. STATEMENT

1. On December 17, 2010, Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 791-Gas (Advice Letter).  The Advice Letter seeks a Phase I Revenue Requirement increase of $27.5 million in base rates.  In percentages, the effect of this filing upon the Company’s customers is an increase from the effective General Rate Schedule Adjustment rate from a negative 0.4481 percent to 7.77 percent.  

2. By Decision No. C11-0040, issued January 13, 2011, the proposed tariff pages were suspended for 120 days through May 17, 2011, or until further order of the Commission.  In addition, Public Service was directed to make two supplemental filings to augment the record in this case.

3. First, to conserve time in this docket and preserve time and the flexibility in the evidentiary record to order an outcome different than that sought by Public Service, the Commission directed Public Service to make a filing on or before January 31, 2011, demonstrating what the new base gas rates would be if the estimated Pipeline System Integrity Program costs were recovered through base rates rather than the proposed rider.  

4. Second, the Commission ordered Public Service to file a historic test year with the Commission on or before January 31, 2011.  The stated purpose of such a filing would be to provide the opportunity for the Commission to make various analytical comparisons.

5. On January 24, 2011, Public Service filed a motion for clarification of Decision No. C11-0040 along with a request for a waiver of response time.  Public Service voices objections to the supplemental filing of a historical test year, contending that it alone has the power to define the scope of material to support its rate case.  Public Service does state its willingness to provide the requested information, but desires some boundaries to be established in this docket regarding the use of the supplemental information by Staff of the Commission (Staff) and other intervenors.  Public Service also requests certain clarifications regarding the provision of information demonstrating the rate impact of recovering the Pipeline System Integrity Program costs in base rates.  Public Service contends that no party will be harmed by the actions requested by the motion and therefore response time should be waived.

6. On January 25, 2011, Staff filed a response to the aforementioned Public Service motion.  Staff argues that a waiver of response time would preclude the opinions of potential intervenors to be heard on these issues.  Staff notes that the deadline for interventions is not until February 14, 2011.  Staff also explains that the arguments raised by Public Service are substantive, not procedural in nature and therefore interested parties should be allowed to comment.

7. The issues raised by Public Service’s motion will be decided in the near future by the entire Commission, but not in time to rule on the motion prior to the current January 31, 2011 deadline for these supplemental filings.  Therefore, the filing deadlines established in Ordering Paragraph Nos. 3 and 4 of Decision No. C11-0040 shall be postponed until February 7, 2011.

8. If the Commission does not reach the merits of Public Service’s motion prior to February 7, 2011, and it appears a further extension is warranted, a future order will issue.
II. order

A. It Is Ordered That:
1. The filing deadlines established by Ordering Paragraph Nos. 3 and 4 of Decision No. C11-0040 are hereby modified.

2. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) shall file, on or before February 7, 2011, Supplemental Direct Testimony demonstrating what the base rates would be if the estimated Pipeline System Integrity costs were recovered through base rates rather than the proposed rider.

3. Public Service shall file, on or before February 7, 2011, historical test year data and Supplemental Direct Testimony applicable to the period July 2009 through June 2010 in the same form as Exhibit No. DAB-1 that is contained in the Direct Testimony of Deborah A. Blair.

4. This Order is effective immediately.
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