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I. statement

1. Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed a verified application for approval of an amendment to its 2007 Colorado Resource Plan on June 4, 2010.  In its verified application, Public Service asserts that it is no longer in a position to contract for all of the solar resources contained in Portfolio No. 5 due to the currently anticipated time schedule to obtain all governmental approvals necessary to build the San Luis Valley-Calumet-Comanche transmission line.  The Commission approved Portfolio No. 5 in Decision No. C09-1257 (Phase II Decision), issued on November 6, 2009 in Docket No. 07A-447E (In the Matter of the Application of Public Service for Approval of Its 2007 Colorado Resource Plan), which included 250 MW of solar thermal with storage resources and 105 MW of photovoltaic resources, for a total solar acquisition of 355 MW.  
2. On November 19, 2010, Public Service filed a Motion for Leave to Amend Application, for the Issuance of Additional Notice, and for a Shortened Notice and Intervention Period and Motion to Shorten Response Time.

3. By Interim Order No. R10-1362 issued December 22, 2010, among other things, Public Service’s Motion for leave to amend its original Application was granted, as well as its request for a shortened notice and intervention period.  In addition, given the Commission’s directives in Decision No. C10-1355, the Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) stayed this matter pending a more definitive statement from the Commission outlining policy directives it wishes to be followed in this proceeding.  

4. In outlining its policy directives, as well as addressing several motions by parties to this docket, the Commission determined that an Initial Commission Decision should be issued with the matter to be heard by the undersigned ALJ.  In addition, the Commission ruled on several other issues in Docket No. 10A-905E.  The Commission issued Decisions in both dockets.  Decision No. C10-1355, among other things, directed that the ALJ assist in the preparation of an Initial Commission Decision.  Decision No. C11-0029 in Docket No. 10A-905E issued January 11, 2011, granted several interventions; referred the matter to the undersigned ALJ; determined the treatment of information deemed to be highly confidential; and denied motions to stay the application and/or postpone the issuance of the 2011 Wind Request for Proposals.  

5. Notably, on January 14, 2011, E.ON Climate & Renewables North America, LLC (E.ON) filed a Notice of Withdrawal of Petition for Intervention.  As a result, E.ON is no longer a party to this docket or Docket No. 10A-905E.  

6. On January 3, 2011, the Commission conducted deliberations in Docket No. 10A-905E preceding the issuance of Decision No. C11-0029, addressing several key issues.  As part of those deliberations, the Commission articulated its wishes regarding the scope of both dockets, which were not fully captured in that Decision.  

7. Finally, two outstanding motions are yet to be ruled upon by the ALJ including Staff’s Motion to Consolidate and Public Service’s Motion in Limine.  Because a somewhat expedited procedural schedule had initially been adopted in this Docket, the ALJ finds it appropriate to hold a second pre-hearing conference to gather additional information from the parties on the above mentioned motions, especially in light of the Commission’s pronouncements and E.ON’s withdrawal from both dockets, as well as to determine an amended procedural schedule, particularly if it is determined that the two dockets should be consolidated.  

8. Therefore, a pre-hearing conference will be held on Friday, January 28, 2011 at 10:00 a.m.  The parties should be prepared to discuss the motion to consolidate and the motion in limine, as well as setting a new procedural schedule and any other appropriate matters.

II. ORDER

A. It Is Ordered That:

1. A pre-hearing conference will be scheduled as follows:

DATE:

January 28, 2011

TIME:

10:00 a.m.

PLACE:
Colorado Public Utilities Commission


1560 Broadway, Suite 250


Denver, Colorado 80202

2. This Order is effective immediately.
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Doug Dean, 
Director
	THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO


PAUL C. GOMEZ
________________________________
                     Administrative Law Judge
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