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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for a One Week Extension of Time to File Exceptions and Waiver of Response Time (Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills) on December 19, 2011.  

2. The Motion is supported by the Office of Consumer Counsel; the Board of Water Works of Pueblo, Colorado and Fountain Valley Authority; and Noble Energy, Inc. and EnCana Oil & Gas (USA).  The Motion further states that the Colorado Independent Energy Association does not object to the requested relief.

3. On December 14, 2011, Administrative Law Judge (ALJ) Mana Jennings-Fader issued Recommended Decision No. R11-1344 denying the Application in this proceeding.  Black Hills states that it and other parties intend to submit exceptions to that decision.  However, they also state that the 20-day timeframe traditionally allowed for exceptions spans both the Christmas and New Year holidays. Given that individuals responsible for producing these exceptions will be traveling and taking extended vacation time during this period, they request a one-week extension to file exceptions.  If the Motion were granted, exceptions would be due on January 10, 2012 instead of January 3, 2012. 
4. On December 19, 2011, the Staff of the Public Utilities Commission (Staff) filed a response to the Motion.  Staff states it takes no position as to the requested relief.  Nevertheless, Staff notes that the request is puzzling and concerning in light of Black Hills’ insistence upon an expedited schedule in this docket. Staff states all parties and the ALJ accommodated aggressive procedural milestones to meet Black Hills’ purported deadlines.  Staff argues that the deadline for the filing of exceptions immediately after the New Year holiday was well known.

5. We find that no party will be prejudiced by the extension requested in the Motion.  We therefore waive response time and grant the Motion.  Exceptions to Recommended Decision No. R11-1344 will be due on or before January 10, 2012 and responses to these exceptions will be due on or before January 24, 2012.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for a One Week Extension of Time to File Exceptions and Waiver of Response filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP on December 19, 2011 is granted.

2. Exceptions to Recommended Decision No. R11-1344 will be due on or before January 10, 2012.  Responses to these exceptions will be due on or before January 24, 2012.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 21, 2011.
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