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I. BY THE COMMISSION
II. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Application) filed on December 14, 2011 by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company).  Public Service also requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application.

2. Public Service requests that the Commission approve an alternative form of notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that would apply to the Company’s filing to recover the balance of its capital investment in SmartGridCity™  (SGC Application).  

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Application and waive response time thereto.

A. Findings and Conclusions

4. The Application contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete.

5. Public Service requests an authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposal to recover the balance of its capital investment in SmartGridCity™ pursuant to 
§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  Public Service seeks to provide notice by filing the proposed cost recovery with the Commission and keeping the same open for public inspection; by publication of a notice in The Denver Post, a newspaper of general circulation, on two consecutive Sundays; by electronically serving a copy of the SGC Application and supporting testimony and exhibits on all intervenors in Docket No. 10A-124E, the case in which this matter was originally litigated; and by electronically serving a copy of the SGC Application and supporting testimony and exhibits on all persons who have sought intervention in Docket No. 11AL-947E, Public Service’s pending Phase I Electric Rate case.

6. Public Service states the SGC Application results from the proceeding and orders issued in Docket No. 10A-124E, in which the company requested a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) for SmartGridCity™.   The Commission granted a CPCN for the project; however, the Commission determined that the Company, at that time, could recover part, but not all, of the capital investment in the SGC project.  Further, the Company states it has provided all retail customers with statutory notice by mail of the Phase I Electric Rate Case it filed on November 22, 2011.  Part of the rate increase discussed in that notice is related to this request to recover the full capital investment in  SmartGridCity™.  Public Service submits good cause exists for the alternative form of notice requested by the Application.

7. We find good cause to grant the Application and waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders and the general public.  We will discuss the merits of the SGC Application at a future date. 

III. Order
A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application is deemed complete.

2. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., filed by Public Service Company of Colorado on December 14, 2011 is granted consistent with the discussion above.

3. Response time to the Application is waived.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 21, 2011.
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