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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of preemption timings filed by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) on November 17, 2011 in response to Commission Decision No. C11-1157 issued October 28, 2011.  

2. The Commission has reviewed the timings and explanation provided by CDOT regarding the changes to the traffic signal controller timings at the 1600 Road crossing.  Our review of the information provided by CDOT, indicates that the information provided by the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) has changed substantially from the initial preemption calculations approved by the Commission in 2009, and the recent calculations performed by CDOT in early 2011.  As examples, clearance time provided changed from 9 seconds to 0 seconds, and advance preemption time changed from 0 seconds to 49 seconds.  

We have questions as to why these values provided by UPRR have changed so dramatically.  There are also aspects of CDOT’s calculations that we believe need to be clarified including, but not limited to, the worst-case conflicting vehicle times and design vehicle used.

3. We suspect that the continued review of the timings provided by CDOT will yield a number of questions from the Commission to CDOT and UPRR through a number of iterations of question, answer, and potential revisions to determine the most effective preemption timing for this crossing.  

4. Now being fully advised in the matter, we will remand this matter back to the Administrative Law Judge for review, questioning, and determination of the appropriate preemption timings for the 1600 Road crossing, and for any filing of agreements and timing changes that may be necessary as a result of this review.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Docket No. 08A-505R is remanded to an Administrative Law Judge of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission for review, questioning, and determination of the appropriate preemption timings for the 1600 Road crossing, and for the filing of any agreements and timing changes that may be necessary as a result of this review.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
December 14, 2011.
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