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I. By the Commission

A. Statement, Findings, and Conclusions
1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Second Motion to Extend the Deadline for Interventions and for Waiver of Response Time (Second Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills Energy or the Company) on December 2, 2011.  Black Hills Energy seeks to extend the deadline for interventions in this proceeding to December 7, 2011. 

2. On September 29, 2011, Black Hills Energy filed an application for approval to implement a random sampling program for testing its electric meters pursuant to Rule 3304(b) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.  The Company also seeks to place into effect, upon one day’s notice, revised tariff sheets R22, R23, and R24. 

3. On October 3, 2011, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed and established November 2, 2011 as the last date for interested parties to file their requests to intervene in this proceeding.

4. No party timely intervened by November 2, 2011. Pursuant to 4 CCR 
723-1-1401(d), Rules of Practice and Procedure, Commission Staff (Staff) had until November 12, 2011 to timely intervene.

5. In order to provide more time for Staff to review the application and investigate the issues at hand, on November 4, 2011, Black Energy Hills filed a motion requesting the Commission to enter a nunc pro tunc order that extended the intervention deadline to November 23, 2011 and therefore extended Staff’s intervention deadline to December 3, 2011.  This motion was granted in Decision No. C11-1246, issued on November 18, 2011. 
6. Staff and Black Hills Energy have been involved in discussions to address Staff’s questions regarding Black Hills Energy’s application, but, due to time constraints, the review and investigation of Black Hills Energy’s application is not yet complete.

7. Black Hills Energy therefore requests that the Commission further extend the intervention period through and including December 7, 2011, thereby extending Staff’s intervention deadline until December 17, 2011.  This relief is set forth in the Second Motion.

8. We find that no person will be prejudiced by the relief requested in the Second Motion.  We therefore find good cause to grant the Second Motion for a nunc pro tunc order, extending the period for timely intervention for interested parties to December 7, 2011.  Commission Staff will have until December 17, 2011 to intervene timely.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the December 2, 2011 request by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy to further extend the intervention deadline is waived.
2. The Second Motion to Extend the Deadline for Interventions filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy on December 2, 2011 is granted.

3. Any person desiring to intervene or participate as a party in this proceeding shall file a petition for leave to intervene, or under the Commission's Rules of Practice and Procedure, file other appropriate pleadings to become a party, on or before December 7, 2011.
4. Commission Staff must file any objection, notice of intervention, or other appropriate pleading on or before December 17, 2011.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
December 7, 2011.
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