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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statements

1. On October 13, 2011, Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Applicant) filed a verified application seeking approval to include in its 2011 Gas Cost Adjustment (GCA), customer related refunds for certain gas expenses received from suppliers and transporters from a four-year period extending from 2008 through 2011.  Atmos seeks a Commission order authorizing it, without a formal hearing and without further notice under its rules governing Modified Procedure, to include the refunds in the GCA and refunding the amounts prospectively instead of being required to refund the amounts to customers based on the historical billing records of the company. The application contains all of the materials required by the applicable Commission Rules and therefore is deemed complete.

2. Atmos acknowledges that it has read and agrees to abide by the provisions of Rules 4002(b)(IV) through (VI) and Rules 4002(b)(XI)(A) through (C) of the Rules Regulating Gas Utilities and Pipeline Operators, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-4.

3. This application for authority to refund monies to customers is made pursuant to Rule 4410 of Rule 4 CCR 723-4.

B. Findings of Fact

4. The Applicant is an operating public utility subject to the jurisdiction of this Commission and is engaged in, inter alia, the purchase, distribution, transportation, and sale of natural gas for domestic, mechanical, or public uses in its Northeast, Northwest/Central, Southeast, and Southwest rate areas in the State of Colorado.  

5. The Applicant provides natural gas sales and transportation service to over 110,000 customers within the State of Colorado. Atmos' service area within the state includes, but is not limited to, service to customers in the following Colorado counties:  Bent, Baca, Chaffee, Dolores, Fremont, Gunnison, Kiowa, La Plata, Montezuma, Moffat, Prowers, Rio Blanco, Routt, San Miguel and Weld. In addition, the Applicant’s existing service territory includes, but is not limited to, service to customers within the following representative sample of Colorado municipalities:  Ault, Cafton City, Cortez, Craig, Crested Butte, Durango, Eaton, Eads, Evans, Florence, Gilcrest, Greeley, Gunnison, Hudson, Keenesburg, Kersey, Lamar, LaSalle, Lucerne, Meeker, Nunn, Pierce, Platteville, Prospect Valley, Roggen, Salida, Springfield, and Steamboat Springs.

6. The Applicant's customer refund plan is to refund to its customers small historical refunds received from various pipelines with which it conducts business. The cumulative total of the refunds at issue is $57,791. The individual components of the refund amount include a credit in the amount of $13,144 from Kinder Morgan GTLLC in the Applicant’s Northeast Division; a credit of $317 from Questar Gas Company in Applicant’s Northwest/Central Division; a credit of $37,537 from the Colorado Interstate Gas Company in the Applicant’s Southeast Division; and a credit of $6,793 from the Corporate Trade Company in the Applicant’s Southeast Division. 
7. The Applicant has included the accrued interest in the amount of $57,791 from 2008 through 2011 as applied by Rule 4603(e) of 4 CCR 723-4.
8. The Applicant submits that the most efficient method of refunding the amounts received from the various pipeline companies, is to include the refund amount as a component of the Applicant’s 2011 GCA due to the significant administrative costs involved in refunding the total amount of $57,791 to specific customers, based on historical billing records extending back four years.

9. In addition, the Applicant contends that since the refund amounts are comparatively small, the administrative burden of tracking down the persons who were its customers at the time the overcharges occurred outweighs the overall benefit of the refund itself.  Therefore, the Applicant is seeking relief to distribute customer refund monies through its approved GCA to its current customers, which will result in all refund monies being distributed.
10. The Applicant does not have any master meter operators in its Northeast Division, Northwest/Central Division, or its Southeast Division, and therefore no notice to Master Meter Operators is necessary as required by Rule 4410(e) of 4 CCR 723-4.
11. The Commission finds good cause to allow the Applicant to refund monies to its customers through its GCA.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That: 

1. The verified application filed by Atmos Energy Corporation (Atmos or Applicant) is deemed complete.

2. The application filed by Atmos for authority to refund monies to customers through its Gas Cost Adjustment rider is granted as discussed above.

3. The Applicant will file an affidavit that the refund has been made in accordance with the Commission's decision.
4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.
5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 17, 2011.
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