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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion to Extend the Deadline for Interventions and for Waiver of Response Time (Motion) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company (Black Hills or the Company) on November 4, 2011.  Black Hills seeks to extend the deadline for interventions in this proceeding from November 2, 2011 to November 23, 2011. 

2. On September 29, 2011, Black Hills filed an application for approval to implement a random sampling program for testing its electric meters pursuant to Rule 3304(b) of the Commission’s Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations (CCR) 723-3.  The Company also seeks to place into effect, upon one day’s notice, revised tariff sheets R22, R23, and R24. 

3. On October 3, 2011, the Commission issued its Notice of Application Filed and established November 2, 2011 as the last date for interested parties to file their requests to intervene in this proceeding.

4. No party timely intervened by November 2, 2011. Pursuant to Rule 4 CCR 
723-1-1401(d), Rules of Practice and Procedure, Commission Staff (Staff) had until November 12, 2011 to timely intervene. According to the Motion, however, Staff has indicated to Black Hills that it will need more time to review the application and investigate the issues at hand.
5. In order to provide more time for Staff’s investigations, Black Hills requests that the Commission extend the intervention period for Staff to close on December 3, 2011. 
6. We agree with Black Hills that no party will be prejudiced by the relief requested in this Motion.  We therefore find good cause to grant the Motion for a nunc pro tunc order, extending the period for timely intervention for interested parties to November 23, 2011.  Commission Staff will have until December 3, 2011 to timely intervene.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion to Extend the Deadline for Interventions and for Waiver of Response Time filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company on November 4, 2011 is granted, consistent with the discussion above. 

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
November 17, 2011.
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