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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Motion for Extension of Time to File Construction and Maintenance Agreement (Motion) filed by the Board of County Commissioners of Weld County (Weld County) on October 24, 2011, requesting an extension of time to file the signed Construction and Maintenance Agreement for the Weld County Road 42 (WCR 42) crossing.  

2. No responses were filed to the Motion.

3. As grounds, Weld County states that the crossing installation project on WCR 42 has not advanced due to the development of a highway upgrade project initiated by the Colorado Department of Transportation (CDOT) in early 2010.  CDOT’s project proposes to include installation of a traffic signal at the intersection of U.S. 85 and WCR 42.  This traffic signal installation will require an interconnection of the new traffic signal and new railroad crossing signal at WCR 42.  Weld County states that CDOT and the Union Pacific Railroad Company (UPRR) have been working on the technical issues involved with the interconnection of the two new signals and that such issues should be resolved in the near future.

4. Weld County acknowledges that CDOT will need to submit an application to the Commission for approval of the interconnection with the proposed new traffic signal and the WCR 42 signal that has already been approved by the Commission.  Weld County also states that although issues regarding a Construction and Maintenance Agreement for this proposed new interconnection are still being discussed, Weld County believes that the Construction and Maintenance Agreement for the WCR 42 crossing signal will be executed and filed with the Commission before February 23, 2012.

5. By Decision No. R10-0728 mailed July 14, 2010, Weld County was required to file the signed Construction and Maintenance Agreement for this crossing no later than August 31, 2010.  Weld County has filed the signed Construction and Maintenance Agreements for WCR 22 and WCR 40, and those crossing signal installations are complete.  With the identified safety issues at the WCR 42 crossing, we have concern about this project being delayed, but understand that Weld County does not have complete control over the Construction and Maintenance Agreement process.  We strongly encourage UPRR and CDOT to resolve any technical issues involved in the proposed interconnection with the proposed traffic signal at U.S. 85 and WCR 42, and to file the necessary application as soon as possible.  Continued delay of installing the crossing signals at WCR 42 puts all of the involved agencies at risk.

6. Now being duly advised in the matter, the Commission finds good cause has been stated and will grant the motion pursuant to the discussion above.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Motion for Extension of Time to File Construction and Maintenance Agreement filed by the Board of County Commissioners of Weld County (Weld County) on October 24, 2011, requesting an extension of time to file the signed Construction and Maintenance Agreement for the Weld County Road 42 (WCR 42) crossing is granted.

2. Weld County shall be granted an extension of time until February 23, 2012 to file the signed Construction and Maintenance Agreement for WCR 42 in this matter.

3. The Commission retains jurisdiction to enter further orders as necessary.

4. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 17, 2011.
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