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I. By the Commission

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for an order on the Motion for Clarification (Motion), filed by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. 
(Tri-State) on October 27, 2011.  Tri-State seeks Commission clarification on certain aspects of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3-3627, Transmission Planning Rules, in advance of the first biennial Ten-Year Transmission Plans due February 1, 2012.

2. No responses to this Motion were filed.

3. Specifically, Tri-State seeks clarification on three requirements of the Commission's rules.  First, Tri-State states that Rules 3627(a) and (h) require that "each electric utility shall file a ten-year transmission plan. . ." (emphasis added).  Tri-State asks that the Commission clarify whether it is required to file its own ten-year plan, or whether Tri-State's transmission plan is to be filed together with the other electric utilities as part of one, coordinated document. 

4. As noted by Tri-State, the rule requires that each electric utility file a ten-year transmission plan with the Commission.  The Commission stopped short of requiring these to be made as one joint filing in recognition of the potential extra effort and management that this condition might entail.  However, while not required by the rule, a joint filing made by the three electric utilities would aid the Commission's transmission planning proceeding.  Further, a joint filing would demonstrate that the utilities have coordinated their plans as required in Rule 3627(a)(I)(D).  Therefore, we encourage the utilities to file one ten-year transmission plan that contains the information concerning each utility's proposed projects, outreach efforts, economic studies, and other supporting information and, whenever possible, combines the information that is consistent among the utilities. 

5. Second, Tri-State states that Rules 3627(c)(I) and (VI) require the ten-year transmission plans to include certain supporting information related to the methodology, criteria, and assumptions used to develop the plans.  Tri-State asserts that much of this supporting information is voluminous, controlled by third parties, and possibly confidential.  Tri‑State requests that the Commission clarify whether it is allowed to identify the Internet addresses and procedures for obtaining access to such third party information to facilitate the timely and efficient access to such information.

6. As described by Tri-State, Rule 3627(a)(III) does allow a utility to provide a web address for supporting information available electronically as long as the address points to a specific piece of information and not a general website. To extend that concession, we agree that it is also reasonable to allow the plan(s) to contain web addresses to specific existing procedures for access to third party and/or confidential information.  For example, if the filed plan needs to 
reference information protected by Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) procedures, the plan can provide the web address for the WECC publications' policy and 
non-member confidentiality agreement required so that stakeholders in the Commission's process can follow the policy, submit the necessary documentation, and gain access to the supporting information more quickly.  However, the web addresses and the information provided must be clear and concise and not delay a stakeholder's review of the plan.  

7. Finally, Tri-State asks that the Commission clarify Rule 3627(d) which requires the utilities to file all economic studies performed since the last biennial filing.  Tri-State states that since the February 1, 2012 filing will be the first, there was no 'last biennial filing'.  Tri‑State suggests that the Commission clarify this time period by requiring all studies performed since February 1, 2010 be filed.

8. We agree with Tri-State's suggestion that the first biennial ten-year transmission plan should include all economic studies performed pursuant to FERC Order 890 since February 1, 2010.  This is an appropriate time period and consistent with the requirement going forward.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The clarification requested by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. on October 27, 2011 is granted as detailed above.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS' WEEKLY MEETING
November 9, 2011.
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