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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 3206(c) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years. On April 28, 2011, Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State), filed with the Commission, its report of Proposed New Construction for 2011-2013, as required by Rule 3206. 
2. On May 17, 2011, Tri-State submitted to the Commission, a supplement to its earlier Rule 3206 report in which it provided information concerning two additional transmission projects that were identified after the original Rule 3206 report was filed.  
The supplemental projects were the Williams-Midstream Wray 115 kV radial transmission line and distribution substation project, and the Williams-Midstream Burdett 115 kV radial transmission line and distribution substation project.
3. On May 31, 2011, the Commission issued its Order Providing Notice of Filing and Establishing Opportunity to File Comments (Decision No. C11-0567) which provided notice of all relevant Colorado electric utilities' 2011 Rule 3206 filings.  The Commission's Notice Order included notice of Tri-State's proposed Williams-Midstream Wray Project but did not include notice of Tri-State's proposed Williams-Midstream Burdett Project. (See Decision No. Cll-0567 at 12-14).
4. On July 12, 2011, the Commission issued its Order Regarding Certification of Facilities (Decision No. C11-0749) (Certification Order) in which it identified those proposed transmission facilities for which a certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) is required or for which the proposing utility should seek a determination that no CPCN is required.  The Certification Order held, in pertinent part, that no CPCN was required for 
Tri-State's proposed Williams-Midstream Wray Project but made no determination with regard to Tri-State's proposed Williams-Midstream Burdett Project.
5. The proposed Williams-Midstream Burdett Project is a new 11-mile radial 115 kV line from Tri-State’s existing North Yuma Substation to a new 10/14 MVA 115/12.5 kV substation for delivery to Highline Electric Association (Highline).  The new substation will enable Highline to serve a gas pipeline pumping station located near Burdett, Colorado and operated by Williams-Midstream.  The estimated cost of the project is $5.992 million with an 
in-service date of 4Q of 2012. 
6. Tri-State recognizes that Williams-Midstream Burdett Project was not included in the Commission's May 31, 2011 Notice Order and that such notice is appropriate. Rule 3206(f) provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all persons, firms, or corporations who, in the opinion of the Commission, will be interested in the filing.  The Commission's Notice Order provided a 15-day period in which interested persons may file comments on the identified transmission projects.  Because the 
Williams-Midstream Burdett Project falls within the "ordinary course of business" and 
Tri-State has no reason to believe there is opposition to the Project, and because local government permitting efforts must pause while this matter is resolved, Tri-State requests that the Commission immediately issue notice of the proposed Williams-Midstream Burdett  Project and shorten  the public comment  period to seven days.  Furthermore, 
Tri-State requests that the Commission expedite final consideration of the certification of the Williams-Midstream Burdett Project.  

7. Typically, any interested person, firm, or corporation are allowed to file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  However, in this instance, Tri-State has provided convincing information and has persuaded the Commission to modify this practice in this instance and instead require comments, if any, to be filed on or before November 16, 2011.  The Commission, on its own motion, waives Rule 3206(d)(II).  We therefore grant the request filed by Tri-State on November 2, 2001.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Notice is hereby given that Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. has submitted information concerning the proposed construction of the 
115 kV Williams-Midstream Burdett Project in accordance with Rule 3206 of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3.  Pursuant to that rule, parties are notified that the information is available for inspection at the offices of the Commission during regular business hours.

2. Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments about the Williams-Midstream Burdett Project identified by the information now filed with the Commission or before November 16, 2011.  Rule 3206(d)(II) is waived.  Although this is a 115 kV project, the Commission will consider any comments in determining if this project will require the utility to file an application for a certificate of public convenience and necessity, or require the utility to file for a formal determination that a certificate is not required.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 9, 2011.
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