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I. BY THE COMMISSION
A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of a Verified Petition (Petition) filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP, doing business as Black Hills Energy (Black Hills or Company) on November 1, 2011.  Black Hills seeks a temporary variance from the November 1, 2011 filing deadline established in Sheet Nos. 50 and 51 of the Company’s Colo. PUC No. 8 Tariff and an extension of time of an additional two weeks, or to and including November 15, 2011, within which to file for revisions to its Electric Demand Side Management Cost Adjustment (DSMCA) clause to reflect recovery of the Financial Disincentive Offset and Performance Incentive.  Being fully advised in the matter and consistent with the discussion below, we grant the Petition with modifications.

B. Discussion
2. Black Hills requests an extension of time because, in preparing the revisions to its DSMCA, Black Hills discovered it required additional time to verify and finalize calculations of the Financial Disincentive Offset and Performance Incentive. In support of its request, Black Hills cites increased workload surrounding its pending Phase I Electric Rate Case in Docket Nos. 11AL-382E and 11AL-387E. Black Hills believes that an extension of two weeks, or not later than November 15, 2011, would be sufficient time to finalize and to file the advice letter, the DSMCA revisions, and the incentive calculations.  Black Hills asserts that, since the effective date of the DSMCA will be January 1, 2012, there is still sufficient time for the Commission Staff to review the DSMCA filing.  Black Hills argues no prejudice to anyone will result from the Commission’s granting of the requested variance and the two-week extension of time.
3. On November 3, 2011, Staff of the Commission (Staff) filed a letter addressed to the Director of the Colorado Public Utilities Commission.  Staff states it does not oppose the variance or the extension requested by Black Hills.  However, Staff recommended that the effective date of the proposed tariff be moved from January 1, 2012 to January 15, 2012.  In support of its recommendation, Staff notes the shorter time frame in which to obtain necessary information compared to the DSMCA tariffs of other utilities, and prior difficulties in obtaining information in Black Hills 2010 DSMCA filing in regard to the same matter.  Staff argues that moving the effective date will not adversely affect Black Hills’ ability to recover its DSMCA.  Further, moving the date will allow Staff the full 60 days that will be necessary to fully review the calculations for the DSMCA, and as provided for in Tariff Sheet No. 50 in Colo. PUC No. 8.

C. Findings  
4. We find the request of Black Hills for a variance and extension of time to be reasonable.  Likewise, we find the request of Staff to be reasonable, given the shorter time frame for review of the Financial Disincentive Offset and Performance Incentive calculations that will result from the grant of this Petition.  
5. Being fully advised in the matter, we find good cause to grant the Petition with the modifications discussed herein.  Black Hills shall file its 2011 DSMCA rider tariff on or before November 15, 2011, and change the proposed effective date of the accompanying tariff sheets to January 15, 2012.

II. Order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Verified Petition filed by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, LP (Black Hills), on November 1, 2011 for a variance from the November 1, 2011 deadline within which to file its 2011 DSMCA tariff is granted.

2. The effective date of the proposed tariff sheets accompanying Black Hills’ 2011 DSMCA tariff filing shall be extended from January 1, 2012 to January 15, 2012.

3. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
November 9, 2011.
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