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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and for Waiver of Response Time (Application for an Alternative Form of Notice) filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on October 3, 2011.  Public Service filed an Amendment to its Application for an Alternative Form of Notice on October 7, 2011.

2. Public Service seeks approval of an alternative form of notice pursuant to 
§ 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that will apply to its Advice Letter No. 809 – Gas.  By that advice letter, Public Service is requesting to implement its new Pipeline System Integrity Adjustment (PSIA) rates, effective January 1, 2012.  

3. Now, being fully advised in the matter, we grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, as amended, consistent with the discussion below.

B. Findings and Conclusions
4. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, as amended, contains all of the information required by the applicable Commission rules and is therefore deemed complete.

5. Public Service requests authorization for an alternative form of notice of the proposed tariff changes pursuant to § 40-3-104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., by the following means:
a.
Filing the rate changes with the Commission and the keeping open for public inspection of the filing;

b.
Causing to be published a legal notice, in the form attached to the Application as Attachment A, in The Denver Post on two consecutive Sundays, starting on October 9, 2011.  

c.
Electronic service of Advice Letter No. 809-Gas, including the tariff revisions and all supporting exhibits, on all parties to Docket 
No. 10AL-963G (Public Service’s most recent Phase I gas rate case);

d.
The actual and constructive notice provided by the Commission in Decision No. C11-0946, mailed September 1, 2011, in Docket 
No. 10AL-963G, and in the Company’s PSIA tariff, as on file and in effect since September 5, 2011.

6.
In addition, Public Service states it will provide customer education information regarding the nature and basis of the PSIA rate change directly to all of its natural gas customers through a bill insert to be included in customer bills during December 2011.
7.
Public Service states this proposed notice procedure is less costly than procedures prescribed by the statute and is reasonable.  Public Service states the proposed alternative form of notice will provide direct notice to all parties who participated in the Company’s Phase I gas rate proceeding in which the PSIA tariff wasp proposed and approved, as well as to the general public.  

8.
Public Service further requests that the Commission waive response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice.

9.
In its October 7, 2011 Amendment to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, Public Service is amending its proposal to publish in the legal classified section of The Denver Post the form of notice reflected in Attachment A to the Application once each week for two consecutive weeks on October 9 and 16, 2011, and to instead publish in the legal classified section of The Denver Post the modified form of notice reflected in Revised Attachment A once each week for two consecutive weeks commencing on November 6, 2011, and two additional weeks commencing on December 3, 2011. Further, Public Service is modifying the form of notice to advise that anyone desiring to file written comment or objection must do so on or before December 20, 2011.  Except as modified above, all other aspects of the Application for Alternative Form of Notice remain the same.

10.
We find good cause to grant Public Service’s Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, as amended, and to waive response time thereto.  We find that the alternative form of notice, as amended, proposed by Public Service is reasonable with respect to the stakeholders as well as the general public.  The Commission will discuss the merits of Advice Letter 
No. 809 – Gas at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is deemed complete.

2. The Application for an Alternative Form of Notice, filed on October 3, 2011 and amended on October 7, 2011 by Public Service Company of Colorado is granted.  

3. Response time to the Application for an Alternative Form of Notice is waived.

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114, C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the effective date of this Order.
5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
October 20, 2011.
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