Before the Public Utilities Commission of the State of Colorado

Decision No. C11-1102
Docket NoS. 10AL-908E, 10AL-910G, & 10AL-911ST

C11-1102Decision No. C11-1102
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

10AL-908EDOCKET NO. 10AL-908E
IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 1576-ELECTRIC FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO REVISE THE RULES AND REGULATIONS SECTION IN THE COMPANY'S P.U.C. NO. 7 ELECTRIC TARIFF TO INCORPORATE A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS SECTION TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2011. 
DOCKET NO. 10AL-910G 

IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 790-gas filed by public SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO REVISE THE RULES AND REGULATIONS SECTION TO INCORPORATE A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS SECTION in the company’s colorado p.u.c. no. 6-gas tariff TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2011. 
DOCKET NO. 10AL-911ST
IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 114-steam FILED BY PUBLIC SERVICE COMPANY OF COLORADO TO REVISE THE RULES AND REGULATIONS SECTION to incorporate A NEW ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS SECTION in the company’s p.u.c. no. 1-steam tariff TO BE EFFECTIVE JANUARY 3, 2011. 
ORDER EXTENDING SUSPENSION PERIOD
CONSISTENT WITH AMENDED TARIFF SHEETS
Mailed Date:  October 13, 2011
Adopted Date:  October 12, 2011

I. By the Commission
A. Statement
1. The captioned proceedings were initiated on December 3, 2010, when Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) filed Advice Letter No. 1576-Electric, Advice Letter No. 790-Gas, and Advice Letter No. 114-Steam with the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission).
2. The stated purpose of these filings was to revise the rules and regulations in Public Service’s P.U.C. No. 1576-Electric, P.U.C. No. 790-Gas, and P.U.C. No. 114-Steam tariffs to incorporate new environmental matters sections.  Public Service requested that the tariff pages accompanying the subject advice letters become effective on January 3, 2011.  

3. By Decision Nos. C10-1376 (Docket No. 10AL-908E), C10-1378 (Docket No. 10AL-910G), and C10-1379 (Docket No. 10AL-911ST), all issued on December 28, 2010, the Commission suspended the aforementioned advice letters and referred these matters to an Administrative Law Judge.  By Decision No. C11-0033, issued January 12, 2011, the Commission clarified that it was suspending the effective date of the tariffs for 120 days, or until May 3, 2011.

4. Due to the number of intervening parties and the complex nature of the issues involved, the Administrative Law Judge determined that the procedural schedule established by Decision No. C11-0033 did not provide sufficient time within which to issue an administratively final decision in this consolidated proceeding before May 3, 2011, the date the initial suspension period expired.  Therefore, the initial suspension period established by Decision No. C11-0033 was extended for an additional 90 days pursuant to § 40-6-111(1)(b), C.R.S.; i.e., through August 1, 2011.  See Decision No. R11-0122-I, issued February 3, 2011.    

5. Subsequently, Public Service filed first amended advice letters for each utility department affected by this consolidated proceeding, in which it reset the proposed effective date of the tariffs to February 2, 2011.  These filings further extended the 210-day suspension period to August 31, 2011.  See Decision No. R11-0203-I, issued February 24, 2011.

6. Due to the extended period of time it took to finalize a Recommended Decision, Public Service filed second amended advice letters on August 19, 2011 for each utility department affected by this consolidated proceeding.  By these amended advice letters, Public Service reset the proposed effective date to March 19, 2011, thereby extending the procedural schedule to October 15, 2011.

7. Finally, on October 7, 2011, Public Service filed Third Amended Advice Letter Nos. 1576-Electric, 790-Gas, and 114-Steam.  By these amended advice letters, Public Service reset the proposed effective date of the tariffs to May 18, 2011, thereby authorizing the Commission to extend the suspension period to December 14, 2011.

8. Pursuant to the discussion above and the filings made by Public Service, the suspension period concerning the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado with Advice Letter No. 1576-Electric, Advice Letter No. 790-Gas, and Advice Letter No. 114-Steam, as amended, is extended to December 14, 2011.  Thus, if the Commission does not establish new rules and regulations before December 14, 2011, the tariff pages filed by Public Service may become effective.
II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The suspension period concerning the tariff pages filed by Public Service Company of Colorado with Advice Letter No. 1576-Electric, Advice Letter No. 790-Gas, and Advice Letter No. 114-Steam, as amended, now runs to December 14, 2011.

2. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.
B.
ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING

October 12, 2011.
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