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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF COLORADO

11AL-382EDOCKET NO. 11AL-382E
IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 642 FILED BY BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP TO AMEND THE ENERGY COST ADJUSTMENT (ECA) TARIFFS AND ADD A MECHANISM TO INCLUDE INCENTIVE SHARING, DEFINED AS NET INCOME FROM ENERGY SALES TO BE EFFECTIVE ON MAY 28, 2011.
DOCKET NO. 11AL-387E
IN THE MATTER OF ADVICE LETTER NO. 643 FILED BY BLACK HILLS/COLORADO ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANY, LP TO COMPLY WITH AN ORDER OF THE COMMISSION IN DECISION NO. C10-1119 IN DOCKET NO. 09AL-837E TO FILE A NEW ELECTRIC RATE CASE ON OR BEFORE APRIL 30, 2011 AND TO INCREASE THE RATES FOR ALL ELECTRIC SERVICES BY IMPLEMENTING A GENERAL RATE SCHEDULE ADJUSTMENT (GRSA) IN THE COMPANY'S COLORADO PUC NO. 8 ELECTRIC TARIFF TO BE EFFECTIVE MAY 29, 2011.
ORDER FURTHER SUSPENDING 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF TARIFFS
Mailed Date:  
September 23, 2011
Adopted Date:  
September 21, 2011

I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility, LP (Black Hills or Company) filed Advice Letter No. 642 on April 27, 2011. The tariffs for electric service accompanying the Advice Letter modify the Company’s Energy Cost Adjustment (ECA) rate rider to address the treatment of off-system sales revenues and expenses and include a proposed incentive sharing mechanism associated with the net income on such sales. Black Hills filed the Advice Letter with testimony supporting the proposed changes to the ECA tariff.

2. Black Hills filed Advice Letter No. 643 on April 28, 2011. The tariffs for electric service accompanying that Advice Letter are intended to cause an increase in the Company’s revenues of $40.2 million, or 18.84 percent. Black Hills filed the Advice Letter with testimony supporting the proposed increase in rates.

3. By Decision Nos. C11-0587 and C11-0590, mailed on May 27, 2011, the Commission set the tariffs for hearing and suspended their effective date for 120 days, or through September 25, 2011 and September 26, 2011 respectively.  
4. By Decision No. C11-0728, mailed on July 1, 2011, the Commission consolidated the two proceedings.

5. Section 40-6-111(1), C.R.S., provides that the Commission may, in its discretion and by a separate order, suspend the effective date of the tariffs for an additional 90 days. Thus, the Commission has the power and authority to suspend the effective date of the above tariffs for a maximum of 210 days or, in this consolidated docket, through December 24, 2011 for the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 642 and through December 25, 2011 for the tariffs filed with Advice Letter No. 643.
6. We find that the Commission’s consideration of this matter will not be completed prior to the expiration of the current suspension period, and it is therefore necessary to further suspend the effective date of these tariffs for an additional 90 days, or until further order of the Commission.
II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The effective dates of the tariff sheets suspended by Decision Nos. C11-0587 and C11-0590 and filed with Advice Letter Nos. 642 and 643 by Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility, LP are suspended for an additional 90 days through December 24, 2011 and December 25, 2011, respectively, or until further order of the Commission.

2. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
September 21, 2011.
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