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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. This matter comes before the Commission for consideration of an Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice (Application), Motion for Shortened Notice to Fifteen Days (Motion), and Waiver of Response Time filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service or Company) on August 2, 2011.  

2. On August 1, 2011, Public Service filed its Application for Approval of its Electric and Natural Gas DSM Plan for Calendar Years 2012 and 2013 and to Change its Electric and Gas DSMCA rates effective January 1, 2012.  That Application is Docket No. 11A-631EG.  

3. Public Service seeks Commission approval of an alternative form of notice under § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S., that would apply to the proposed January 1, 2012 changes in both the electric and gas demand side management cost adjustment (DSMCA) riders.  Specifically, Public Service seeks approval of the following alternative forms of notice: (1) filing of the change with the Commission and keeping the filing open for public inspection ; (2) publication of the notice in The Denver Post once each week on Sundays for two consecutive weeks, commencing August 7, 2011; (3) electronic service of the Application for Approval of Electric and Natural Gas DSM Plans for Calendar Years 2012 and 2013 and the accompanying direct testimony and exhibits on all persons who have intervened in the dockets pertaining to the Company’s demand side management (DSM) activities since 2007, including Docket Nos. 07A‑420E, 08A-366EG, 10AL-461EG, and 10A-554EG, as well as all stakeholders who have asked to receive notices respecting DSM roundtables conducted by the Company.

4. Public Service argues there is good cause for the proposed alternative form of notice because the Commission has previously approved the recovery of electric DSM, demand response and costs associated with the interruptible service option credit program through the electric DSMCA, and the recovery of gas DSM costs through the gas DSMCA.  The alternative notice will permit the Company to both avoid the costs associated with bill inserts or mailing and provide direct notice to all parties who have participated in dockets before the Commission involving DSM and the associated cost recovery issues since 2007, as well as the general public.  

5. Public Service further moves for an order shortening notice of the Application to 15 days from 30 days.  It argues that the electronic service made by the Company on all persons known to have an interest in the Company’s DSM activities should be sufficient to inform interested stakeholders of the existence of the Application docket and give them ample opportunity to intervene.  Public Service also argues that a shortened notice will allow for the establishment of a procedural schedule that will enable the Commission to render a decision prior to the end of 2011.  

6. Public Service requests that the response time to this Application and Motion be waived.  

B.
Discussion

7. First, the Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice contains the information required by the applicable Commission Rules and is therefore deemed complete. 

8. Second, we find good cause to grant the Application in part for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice and waive response time thereto.  We agree the alternative form of notice proposed by Public Service will avoid the costs associated with bill inserts or mailing, and will serve to provide direct notice to all stakeholders and the general public.  

9. Finally, we deny the Motion for Shortened Notice without prejudice.  That Motion should have been filed in Docket No. 11A-631EG, rather than in this docket.  The scope of this docket is limited to the consideration of the Application for Alternative Form of Notice filed under § 40‑3‑104(1)(c)(I)(D), C.R.S.  However, we will entertain any motion for shortened notice that may be filed in Docket No. 11A-631EG.  

10. The Commission will discuss the substance and procedural schedule pertaining to Public Service’s Application for Approval of its Electric and Natural Gas DSM Plan for Calendar Years 2012 and 2013 and to Change its Electric and Gas DSMCA rates effective January 1, 2012 at a future date.

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice filed by Public Service Company of Colorado (Public Service) on August 2, 2011 is deemed complete.

2. The Application for Commission Approval of an Alternative Form of Notice is granted and response time thereto is waived.

3. The Motion for Shortened Notice filed by Public Service on August 2, 2011 is denied without prejudice.  

4. The 20-day time period provided by § 40-6-114(1), C.R.S., to file an application for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration shall begin on the first day after the Commission mails this Order.

5. This Order is effective upon its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
August 3, 2011.
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