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I. BY THE COMMISSION

A. Statement

1. Rule 3206(d) of the Rules Regulating Electric Utilities, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-3, requires each Colorado electric utility to file with the Commission, no later than April 30 of each year, information on its proposed new construction or extensions of transmission facilities for the next three calendar years.

2. Rule 3206(d)(II)(A) provides that the Commission will give notice of the filing of data to all those who, in the opinion of the Commission, are interested persons, firms, or corporations.  Any interested person, firm, or corporation may file comments regarding the projects identified by the information filed with the Commission within 15 days of the filing date of the required information.  

3. Decision No. C11-0567, issued May 31, 2011, provided such a notice of filing and established an opportunity to file comments.  

4. Bar Nothing Ranch, LLC (Bar Nothing Ranch), filed comments on June 6, 2011, requesting a Commission determination that Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P. (Black Hills) should be required to file a formal certificate of public convenience and necessity application for the Reader-Rattlesnake Butte 115kV Project.  Bar Nothing Ranch was the only party to file comments.  
5. On June 20, 2011, Bar Nothing Ranch filed a Notice of Withdrawal withdrawing the comments it filed on June 6, 2011.  The notice indicated Bar Nothing Ranch and Black Hills entered into a confidential settlement agreement on June 20, 2011.  Pursuant to that agreement, Bar Nothing Ranch was required to withdraw its comments and agreed to not participate further in this proceeding. 

6. Black Hills filed on June 21, 2011, a supplement to its original Rule 3206 report to change the proposed right-of-way (ROW) width for Segment D of the Reader‑Rattlesnake Butte 115kV line from the original width of 180 feet to a new width of 100 feet.  Associated studies in the filing show that the proposed line will meet the 150 milliGauss limit at the edge of the new ROW and the corona noise limit of 50 dB(A) 25 feet from the edge of the new ROW.  

7. New projects that were reported are listed below by company:

Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P.
Baculite Mesa-Overton 115kV Line Upgrade Project
The in-service date is 2012 at an estimated cost of $2.0 million.

Reader-Rattlesnake Butte 115 kV Project

The in-service date is October 2012 at an estimated cost of $15.6 million.

Second Boone 230/115 kV Transformer
The project is estimated to cost approximately $5.3 million with an estimated construction start, end and in-service date of 2013.

Cañon City Capacitor Bank
The project cost is estimated at $0.5 million with an expected start, completion, and in-service date of 2012.  
Public Service Company of Colorado 
RiflePS - Parachute 230 kV Line #2
The in-service date is May, 2015, at a cost of $27 million.

Harvest Mile 230/345 kV Substation
The in-service date is May, 2016, at a cost of $21 million.

Monfort 115/44 kV, 60 MVA Transformer Replacement 
The in-service date is April, 2012, at a cost of $1.29 million.

Pleasant Valley 44/12.47 kV, 28 MVA #1 and 2.5 mile double circuit 44 kV Line
The in-service date is November, 2011, at a cost of $1.75 million.

Gunbarrel 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #2
The in-service date is November, 2011, at a cost of $2.0 million.

Sandown 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is November, 2011, at a cost of $0.76 million.

45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Boulder Terminal 115 kV Bus
The in-service date is June, 2011, at a cost of $1.0 million.

90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Eldorado Springs 115 kV Bus
The in-service date is May, 2011, at a cost of $1.3 million.

Plainview - Eldorado 115 kV Line Rebuild Project

The in-service date is June 2012, at a cost of $3.4 million.

90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Cherokee 115 kV Bus
The in-service date is April 2013, at a cost of $2.28 million.
Godfrey Breaker Station and 25 MVAR Capacitor Bank
The in-service date is October 2013, at a cost of $4.54 million.
Malta 230/115 kV, 100 MVA #2
The in-service date is October 2013, at a cost of $13.3 million.

Weld 230/115 kV, 150 MVA #3
The in-service date is May 2012, at a cost of $3 million.

Greenwood 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is March 2012, at a cost of $0.15 million.
Tollgate 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is April 2012, at a cost of $0.23 million.

45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Cameo 230 kV Bus
The in-service date is May 2012, at a cost of $1.07 million.

45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Parachute 230 kV Bus
The in-service date is May 2012, at a cost of $1.73 million.

Bancroft 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is January 2013, at a cost of $0.3 million.

90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Arapahoe 115 kV Bus
The in-service date is December 2013, at a cost of $3.34 million.
Federal Heights 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is March 2013, at a cost of $0.25 million.

Havana 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is June 2013, at a cost of $0.41 million.

Jewell 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is February 2013, at a cost of $0.1 million.

Chambers 230/115 kV, 280 MVA #2
The in-service date is June 2013, at a cost of $5.2 million.

Lacombe 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is May 2013, at a cost of $0.2 million.

Capitol Hill 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
The in-service date is May 2014, at a cost of $1.4 million.

Russell 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #2

The in-service date is June 2014, at a cost of $0.28 million.

North 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3.

The in-service date is October 2015, at a cost of $0.54 million.

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. (Tri-State)

Gunbarrel 230kV DP

The in-service date is 2012 at a cost of $2.2 million.

Carey 230kV Substation
The in-service date is 2013 at a cost of $4.78 million.

Williams-Midstream Wray Project
The in-service date is the fourth quarter of 2012, at no cost to Tri-State (the project will be financed by a customer of Y-W Electric Association).

II. ORDER

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. No certificate of public convenience and necessity (CPCN) shall be required for the following Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P.  projects:

Baculite Mesa-Overton 115kV Line Upgrade Project
Reader-Rattlesnake Butte 115 kV Project

Cañon City Capacitor Bank
2. No CPCN shall be required for the following Public Service Company of Colorado projects:

Monfort 115/44 kV, 60 MVA Transformer Replacement 
Pleasant Valley 44/12.47 kV, 28 MVA #1 and 2.5 mile double circuit 44 kV Line
Gunbarrel 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #2
Sandown 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Boulder Terminal 115 kV Bus
90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Eldorado Springs 115 kV Bus
90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Cherokee 115 kV Bus
Godfrey Breaker Station and 25 MVAR Capacitor Bank
Greenwood 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Tollgate 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Bancroft 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
90 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Arapahoe 115 kV Bus
Federal Heights 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Havana 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Jewell 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Lacombe 230/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Capitol Hill 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3
Russell 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #2

North 115/13.8 kV, 50 MVA #3.

3. No CPCN shall be required for the following projects proposed by Tri‑State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.:

Gunbarrel 230kV DP

Williams-Midstream Wray Project
4. Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P., shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following project:

Second Boone 230/115 kV Transformer

5. Public Service Company of Colorado shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following projects:  
RiflePS - Parachute 230 kV Line #2

Harvest Mile 230/345 kV Substation

Malta 230/115 kV, 100 MVA #2
Weld 230/115 kV, 150 MVA #3
45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Cameo 230 kV Bus
45 MVAR Capacitor Bank at Parachute 230 kV Bus
Chambers 230/115 kV, 280 MVA #2
6. We note the Plainview - Eldorado 115 kV Line Rebuild Project would normally be considered within the ordinary course of business under the Rules.  However, we would prefer to review additional information regarding the role of that project in the long term transmission plan, and the possibility of building the project at 230kV and initially operating it at 115kV before making that determination.  

7. Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc., shall file for a CPCN or for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for the following project:  

Carey 230kV Substation
8. The CPCN filings or applications for formal determinations that no CPCNs are required for Black Hills/Colorado Electric Utility Company, L.P.; Public Service Company of Colorado; and Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. shall include, but shall not be limited to:

a) A map showing the general area or actual locations where facilities will be constructed, population centers, major highways, state boundaries, county boundaries;

b) Electric one line diagrams including substation one line diagrams; 

c) Information on alternatives studied, costs for those alternatives, criteria used to rank or eliminate alternatives;

d) Justification for the preferred alternative, including technical and/or economic studies;

e) Demonstration that the public convenience and necessity of Colorado consumers require granting of the application; 

f) With respect to electromagnetic fields, a report of prudent avoidance measures considered and justification for the measures selected to be implemented; and

g) A report describing actions and techniques relating to cost‑effective noise mitigation with respect to the planning, siting, construction, and operation of the proposed transmission construction or extension, including computer studies which show the potential noise levels expressed in dB(A) and measured at the edge of the transmission line right-of-way.
9. All qualified retail utilities and electric cooperative associations subject to Rule 3206(a) are required to file for a CPCN for all new transmission facilities that meet one of the criteria in 3206(b).  The request for a formal determination that no CPCN is required for those projects that meet one of the criteria in 3206(b) should include a request for waiver of Rule 3206(b).  

10. The Commission finds that transformers that convert 230kV to distribution voltage, such as 230-13.8kV, 230-25kV, 230-34.5kV, etc., that were reported as new projects in this docket, and that will be installed in existing substations that already contain one or more 230kV to distribution voltage transformers, shall be considered to be in the ordinary course of business.  
11. The 20-day period provided for in § 40-6-114, C.R.S., within which to file applications for rehearing, reargument, or reconsideration begins on the first day following the effective date of this Order.

12. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
June 29, 2011.
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