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I. by the commission
A. Statement

1. On April 14, 2010, the Colorado Public Utilities Commission (Commission) issued Decision No. C10-0325, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NOPR) regarding the Rules Regulating Telecommunications Providers, Services, and Products, 4 Code of Colorado Regulations 723-2 relating to the Colorado High Cost Support Mechanism.  That NOPR initiated this proceeding and opened this docket.  The rules were adopted on March 3, 2011 by Decision No. C11-0232.

2. Applications for Rehearing, Reargument, and Reconsideration (RRR) to Decision No. C11-0232 were filed by the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. (CTA); Qwest Corporation (Qwest); and the Colorado Office of Consumer Counsel (OCC) on April 13, 2011.  Decision No. C11-0524 issued on May 13, 2011, began the process of addressing the applications for RRR.
3. On June 8, 2011, CTA filed a Motion to Modify the Procedural Schedule (Motion).  In that Motion, CTA requested that the Commission set new deadlines for filing comments.  Decision No. C11-0702 issued June 27, 2011, granted CTA’s Motion.  The revised deadline for filing additional comments was set for July 8, 2011 and the revised deadline for filing reply comments was set for July 29, 2011.
4. On July 1, 2011, CTA filed a Second Motion to Modify the Procedural Schedule (Second Motion).  In the Second Motion, CTA requests the Commission reset the additional and reply comment deadlines to August 5 and 26, 2011, so that the interested parties in this matter will have sufficient opportunity to review and evaluate the Commission’s response to CTA’s Colorado Open Records Act request prior to filing comments.  CTA asserts that Viaero, Comcast, Qwest, Plains/Wiggins, and Comnet do not oppose this request.  The OCC objects to the extension if the additional time will result in extending the 2012 effective date of the rules.
5. Good cause exists to waive response time to the Second Motion.

6. Good cause also exists to reset the comment deadlines.  However, the Commission finds that the new deadlines proposed by CTA extend too far into the future.  In order to remain within the Commission’s proposed effective date for the rules, the additional and reply comment deadline dates will be moved to July 29, 2011 and August 19, 2011, respectively.

7. The Commission continues to reserve judgment until after the CORA response has been finalized as to the request that the Commission, on its own motion, enter the CORA responsive documents into the record of this rulemaking proceeding.

8. There being nothing further, the Commission will enter the following Order.

II. order

A. The Commission Orders That:

1. Response time to the Second Motion to Modify the Procedural Schedule (Second Motion) filed on July 11, 2011 by the Colorado Telecommunications Association, Inc. is waived.

2. The Second Motion is granted in part.

3. The new deadline to file additional comments on the phase down issue, the VoIP carrier contributions issue, the identical support rule, and the extraordinary circumstance requirement is July 29, 2011.

4. The new deadline to file reply comments on the phase down issue is August 19, 2011.

5. This Order is effective on its Mailed Date.

B. ADOPTED IN COMMISSIONERS’ WEEKLY MEETING
July 6, 2011.
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